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WHO COVID-19: Case Definitions

Updated in Public health surveillance for COVID-19, published 7 August 2020

Organization Case Definitions

Suspected COVID-19 case Probable COVID-19 case

o A person who meets the clinical AND epidemiological criteria: A A patient who meets clinical criteria above AND is a contact of a
probable or confirmed case, or epidemiologically linked to a cluster with

Clinical Criteria: at least one confirmed case.

* Acute onset of fever AND cough; B A suspect case with chest imaging showing findings suggestive of

OR COVID-19 disease*

« Acute onset of ANY THREE OR MORE of the following signs or symptoms:
Fever, cough, general weakness/fatigue, headache, myalgia, sore throat, coryza, C A person with recent onset of anosmia (loss of smell) or ageusia (loss of
dyspnoea, anorexia/nausea/vomiting, diarrhoea, altered mental status. taste) in the absence of any other identified cause.

AND

D Death, not otherwise explained, in an adult with respiratory distress
. . . . _ preceding death AMD was a contact of a probable or confirmed case or
EpldemIOIDglcal Criteria: epidemiologically linked to a cluster with at least one confirmed case.

* Residing or working in an area with high risk of transmission of virus: closed

residential settings, humanitarian settings such as camp and camp-like settings *Typical chest imaging findings suggestive of COVID-19 include the following:
for displaced persons; anytime within the 14 days prior to symptom onset; * Chest radiography: hazy opacities, often rounded in morphology, with peripheral and lower
OR lung distribution
o . . L. ) o * Chest CT: multiple bilateral ground glass opacities, often rounded in morphology, with
* Residing or trawvel to an area with community transmission anytime within peripheral and lower lung distribution
the 14 days prior to symptom onset; * Lung wltrasound: thickened pleural lines, B lines (multifocal, discrete, or confluent),
OR consolidative patterns with or without air bronchograms.

» Working in any health care setting, including within health facilities or within

the community; any time within the 14 days prior of symptom onset.
Confirmed COVID-19 case

o A patient with severe acute respiratory illness [SARI: acute respiratory
infection with history of fever or measured fever of = 38 C°; and cough; with A person

i i . _- i ! e = ' s wi i laboratory confirmation o LOVID-19 infection, irrespective of clinical
onset within the last 10 days; and requires hospitalization). signs and symprorres

See laboratory testing for coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in suspected human cases
guidance, for details.

Mote: Clinical and public health judgment should be used to determine the need for further investigation in patients who do not strictly meet the clinical or epidemiclogical criteria.
Surveillance case definitions should not be used to guide clinical management.
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Nucleic acid amplification tests (NAAT)
for COVID-19 virus.

Routine confirmation of cases of COVID-19 1s based on
detection of unique sequences of virus RNA by NAAT such
as real-time reverse-transcription polymerase chain reaction
(rRT-PCR) with confirmation by nucleic acid sequencing
when necessary.
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(; ’ ?E[Jﬁm—ykaﬁ If you are here for COVID-19 testing but have mild symptoms or GI’ a SPP

no symptoms at all, please read this. THE DHIVERSITY OF TORYe

NO Testing BREDZS

For Mild Symptoms REZITVWEEA

In accordance with New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene guidelines,
all health care providers, including the Mount Sinai Health System, will not offer COVID-19 a2 :A\r— N — 7~

tests for patients who have no or mild symptoms. *ﬁg % L/ T :6 L - | ﬁ/ﬁ ( 2=z D D (j: @ D 35
Testing will not change how we treat your iliness. BA.

Whether you have COVID-19 or another seasonal iliness like 573\»7&73“% H=|=I'l j D j-b\\ 5 5 b\(i’( > 7 ) III
the flu, we advise the follow?ng: | | >-b‘-‘0)d: 5 73 E‘;ﬂl‘ b\a)b\gi‘h (: .u. J: . ;ﬂ 0) J:
« Stay home and only leave if you need medical attention 5 (‘-: L/ t -F 3 b\ :

« Isolate yourself from others in your household by stayingina —r— - .
separate bedroom K (c_ WdC. E?ﬁb"z\ﬁfilﬁt ”‘9"&'!?5
« Use a separate bathroom if available; otherwise, disinfect the o ﬁ’ﬁ W'C\ (j: E ﬁ& ﬁﬁ;b\ 5 Bﬁﬁ? 5

bathroom after using

» Everyone should wash their hands frequently with soap and water * E'Ilﬁgiat 5 Buwiﬁgiﬁ 5 o ﬁﬂtj‘; Sﬁm &‘ iﬁ %
or alcohol-based hand sanitizer g- 5
» Dispose of used tissue properly inlined trash cans . 7]( tEEﬁ\ i’t (17) l/j _) bsﬁ %;ﬁ-c‘ %E;ﬁ@ (:
%D
- ERBEOTA VI 1ZEMNETOIZFMEICIETS

If you wish to consult adoctor about your symptoms, please use our virtual
service, Mount Sinai NOW* www.mountsinai.org/msnow
as afirst step. You can chat with a doctor on your smartphone or

personal computer, using a video call, online visit, or Text-to-Chat.

X4, —a2—3—79
Mount IO M Y AF1EE
DPCRIZEAEES

COVID49_3-22-2020
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