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COURSE OVERVIEW

This course will examine how economic policy relates to development. It will begin with an overview of aid strategies of international organizations such as World Bank, and OECD DAC.

The case study will examine the role of international trade in accelerating economic growth for developing countries; improvement in investment climate (development and capital flows); the creation of reliable tax and administration systems; health and primary education social infrastructure advancement; the building of industrial infrastructures supported by concessional loans.

Finally, we will compare Japanese ODA with those of Western countries (Japan’s emphasis on concessional loans in East Asia vis-a-vis Western preference of grant aid in Sub-Sahara Africa). 

Other possible topics touched upon during the course will include aid effectiveness of Japanese ODA, Chinese aid in Africa, the Greater Mekong Sub-region development, and aid coordination.

The class will be conducted in English and active participation will be encouraged. Fluency in English will not be　required.　Students will form several groups depending on their interests and collectively write a final paper in English.　The course aims to prepare students for future positions, in both the public and private sectors, where an international perspective is required.

SCHEDULING

The course meets on Thursday in Room 7 at the 6th floor of the Second Administration Building from 6:40 to 8:20 pm.

REQUIREMENTS

Basic knowledge on economics is required. To provide basic knowledge on econometrics, TA sessions will be provided. Guest speakers will be invited to introduce a variety of aid and development policy issues. Before each class, you are expected to read the relevant articles assigned for that week-- copies will be provided at least one week before the class. Students who specialize in economics are encouraged to express their opinions in plain language, as this will be required later in life in order to effectively communicate one’s message to both the general public and other policy makers. To facilitate discussion during class, a reporter will be assigned for each article. Duties of the reporter include: preparing a one-page summary (printed on both sides if necessary) of newly learned material, unresolved questions, and several discussion points. The discussion points should be based on the article and specific enough so that no one could answer them without reading the article beforehand. On May 26, you will be grouped according to your interests. On June 2, each group will report an outline of their study topic for 15 minutes, distributing a summary handout to the class. Around the end of June or early July, each group might come to my office to discuss how to prepare for final presentations, if necessary. On July 7 & 14, each group will make a final PPT presentation of 15 minutes followed by 3 minutes of Q&A. Presentations must be prepared by all members of the group through series of internal discussions outside of class. Presentation can be made either by a representative within the group, or by each member of the group, each contributing to different sections. Reflection of comments expressed at the meeting or written comments sent by e-mail right after the meeting is highly encouraged. Each group will be required to submit a final report of at least 10 pages per person in length, double spaced, by Friday, July 22 at 3:00pm. Each member should make clear his/her contribution to group paper by specifying his/her allocated part of the submitted report. Presentations and final reports should include quantitative data and economic analysis, examining correlation, trends and/or significant changes. Regression analysis is a useful tool in conducting quantitative studies of economic development. Comparative analysis and political economic approaches are also effective ways to take into account regional differences in conditions / challenges when analyzing economic development.
GRADING

Class Participation: 25%

Individual Assignment (Reporter of Reading Assignment):25%

Group Presentation: 25%

Final Report: 25%

CONTACT INFORMATION

Professor Shinichi Nakabayashi
Office: 605, The Second Administration Building

Email: nakabayashi@pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp
Phone: 03-5841-1343
Teaching Assistant:

Akihumi Takegawa: Email: takechaso@gmail.com
TOPICS and READING ASSIGNMENT
May 12 Orientation
May 19 The Bottom Billion and the Role of Foreign Aid 

The Bottom Billion, Paul Collier


Ch. 1 Falling Apart and Falling Behind: The Bottom Billion


Ch. 7 Aid to the Rescue?


May 26 Rethinking Aid : Legend of "Big Push"

The White Man's Burden, William Easterly


Ch. 1 Planners Versus Searchers



Ch. 2 The Legend of the Big Push
June 2 Presentation of the Outline of the Group Study
June 9 Guest Lecture: Japan’s ODA Policy
Mr. Yasuaki YONEYAMA, Deputy Director, Research Division, International Bureau, Ministry of Finance

June 16 Guest Lecture: Multilateral Development Banks
Mr. Masaaki IIZUKA, Deputy Director, Development Institutions Division, International Bureau, Ministry of Finance

June 23 Aid Effectiveness 

“Aid, Growth, and Policies”, Burnside and Dollar, 2000

“Aid allocation and Poverty Reduction”, Collier and Dollar, 2002


June 30 Interim report by each group

July 7 and 14 Final Presentation
Students cross-examine other groups’ performance, judging clarity, relevance, hypothesis testing, policy implications, and creativity. Before each presentation, each group will give presentation on the outline of the research.
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Ch. 4 Guns: Fueling the Fire?
Who Gives Foreign Aid to Whom and Why, and Why it Matters
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A white paper: China-Africa Economic and Trade Cooperation
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Ch. 2 How the Chinese Found Their While West and Called it Nigeria



Ch. 4 A Short History of China and Africa from 1421 to 2008



Conclusion

