
7. Regimes and International Agreements 
outline	

7.1 International Negotiations 

7.2 Participation in International Institutions 

  Is there a democratic advantage in international negotiations and 
institutions? 

  How do International organization promote economic 
interdependence, democratization, and peace? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.1 International Negotiations	

  The logic of two-level games 
  The setup and the implications 

  Distributional conflicts and coordination problems 

  Two-level games and political regime 

  Democratic advantages? – Sources? 
  Policymaking transparency 

  Government competence ( economic voting/spatial 
competition theory) 

  Diverse representation ( veto player theory) 

  Democracies and the type of agreements 
  Reciprocal but complicated/high level 
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7.1 International Negotiations	

  Democracies and the type of agreements 
  Reciprocal and high level 
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Regime type and international cooperation (Leeds 1999)	



7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.1 International Negotiations	

  Democracies and the type of 
agreements 
  Reciprocal and high level 
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Regime type and alliance density (Gaubatz 1996	



7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions 

  The logic of liberal institutionalism 
  The setup and logic  

  Information and coordination problems 

  Who participates? 
   The Issue: The effectiveness of agreements 

 Selection bias and coordination depth 

  Enforcement or screening devise? 

  Enforcement and agreement ( compliance issue) 

  Examples 
  Who joins human rights conventions? 

  Is there a democratic advantage? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions 

  Who participates? 
  Who joins human rights 

conventions? 

  How effective are human rights 
conventions? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  The Issue: The benefits of participation 

  Moral hazard, defection, and credible commitment 

  Why tougher conditions increase accruing benefits through 
credibility? 

  Empirical examples 
  Benefits of IEO membership and credibility 

  Economic benefit for individual members 

  Benefits of democratic IOs and democratic consolidation 

  Is there a democratic advantage? 
 Why democracies insist on deeper cooperation 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  The benefits of participation 

  market credibility 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  Benefits of IEO membership and credibility 

  newly democratic countries 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  EU membership and market credibility 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  EU membership and market credibility 
 independent effect beyond good economic management and 

policy reform 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  IO membership and liberal 

market commitment/democratic 
consolidation 
  Democratization  unable to 

make credible commitments 

  Reputational problems/time 
inconsistency /political conflict/
economic credibility 

  cost of backsliding /democratic 
lock-in 

  Democratization 
 Join more democratic regimes to 

strengthen credibility  
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  Democratization and IOs 

  Join more democratic regimes to 
strengthen credibility  

  What kind of IO memberships are more 
credibility enhancing? 

   standards IOs/economic IOs, or 
political IOs 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  The Issue: The benefits of participation 
  Why democracies impose tougher conditions? 

  Why tougher conditions increase credibility? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  The Issue: The benefits of 
participation 
  Why democracies impose tougher 

conditions? 

  Why tougher conditions increase 
credibility? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  The Issue: The 
benefits of 
participation 

  Do democracies 
impose tougher 
conditions and 
sanctions? 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  Benefits of democratic 

IOs and democratic 
consolidation (hazard 
ratio) 

 more democratic IOs 
more commitment 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
7.2 Participation in International Institutions	

  Why participate? 
  The Issue: The benefits of participation 

  Moral hazard, defection, and credible commitment 

  Why stronger conditions increase accruing benefits through 
credibility? 

  Empirical examples 
  Benefits of IEO membership and credibility 

  Economic benefit for individual members 

  Benefits of democratic IOs and democratic consolidation 

  Is there a democratic advantage? 
 Why democracies agree on deeper cooperation 
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7. Regimes and International Agreements 
Summary	

  7.1 International Negotiations 
  The logic of two-level games 
  Two-level games and political regimes 

  7.2 Participation in International Institutions 
  Who participates?  

  Compliance and depth of agreement   
  Why participate?  

  Cost of credible commitment and membership benefits 

  Is there a democratic advantage in international negotiations and 
institutions? 

  How do International organization promote economic 
interdependence, democratization, and peace? 
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