
Reading List 
 

Week 1: What is Security? Changing security agendas old and new 
 

*Alan Collins, Chapter 1 ‘What is Security Studies?’ in Collins, A, Contemporary Security Studies, 
(Oxford University Press, 2013) 

 

*Paul D Williams, Chapter 1 ‘Security Studies; an Introduction’ in Paul D Williams, Security 
Studies; an Introduction, Routledge, 2013 

 

Heng, YK, ‘Ghosts in the machine: Is IR eternally haunted by the spectre of old concepts?’ 

International Politics, Vol. 47 No. 5, September 2010  

 

 

Week 2: Approaches to Security: theories, frameworks and concepts 

 
*Chapter 2 ‘Realisms’ and Chapter 3 ‘Liberalisms’ in Paul D Williams, Security Studies; an 
Introduction, Routledge, 2013 

 

*Burgess, JP , Chapter 1 Introduction, and Oliver Kessler, ‘Risk’ in JP Burgess (Ed) 

The Routledge Handbook of New Security Studies, 2010 

 
Cha, Victor D. (2000) ‘Globalization and the Study of International Security’, Journal of Peace 
Research, 37 

 

Mearsheimer, J, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, (NY: Norton, 2001), Chapter 1 

 

Heng, YK, War as Risk Management; Strategy and conflict in an age of globalised risks, London, 

Routledge, 2006, Chapter 2 

 

Week 3: Great Power Conflict and the international system 

 
* Luttwak, E, ‘Towards a post heroic warfare’, Foreign Affairs, May/June 1995 and ‘Post heroic 

military policy’, Foreign Affairs, July/August 1996 

 

* Mueller, J, Retreat from Doomsday: the obsolescence of major war, New York: Basic Books, 1991 

Can be downloaded without payment here in PDF format; 

http://politicalscience.osu.edu/faculty/jmueller//doom.htm 

See especially Preface and Introduction. 

 

White, H, ‘Why war in Asia remains thinkable’, Survival, Vol. 50 No. 6, 2008 

 

Coker, Christopher, The Improbable War; China, the US and the logic of great power conflict, 
Hurst/Oxford University Press, 2015 esp Chapter 2 ‘Dominant conflict and the logic of Great Power 

conflict’ 

 

Week 4: Balance of Power politics 

 
*Little, R, The Balance of Power in International Relations: metaphors, myths and models, 
Cambridge, 2007, Part I. 

 

*Paul, T.V., ‘The enduring axioms of balance of power theory and their contemporary relevance’ in 

Paul, T.V. et al (eds), Balance of Power: Theory and Practice in the 21st Century, Stanford, 2004 

 

Pape, R, “Soft-balancing against the United States’, in International Security, Vol 31 No. 1, 

Summer 2005 

 

http://politicalscience.osu.edu/faculty/jmueller/doom.htm


Chan, Steve, Looking for Balance: China the United States and power balancing in East Asia, 
Stanford University Press, 2012, esp Chapter 1 and 2 

 

Week 5: The Security Dilemma and Arms Racing 

 
*Herz, J, ‘Idealist internationalism and the Security Dilemma’, World Politics, Vol. 2, No. 2. (Jan., 

1950) and Herz, J, ‘The security dilemma in International Relations: background and present 

problems’, International Relations, 17, 4, 2003 

 

*Booth, K & Wheeler, N, The Security Dilemma: fear, cooperation and trust in world politics, 
Palgrave, 2008, especially Foreword, Introduction 

 

Lind, Jennifer, Geography and the Security Dilemma in East Asia, in Saadia Pekkanen, John 

Ravenhill, and Rosemary Foot (ed)  The Oxford Handbook of the International Relations of Asia, 
2014 

 
Collins, Alan ‘Escaping the security dilemma, International Politics, Vol, 15 No. 5, 2014 

Week 6: Geo-politics and Territorial disputes 

*Jason Dittmer and Jo Sharp, ‘General introduction’ in Geopolitics: An Introductory Reader, 

Routledge 2014. 

 

*Walton, D, Geopolitics and the Great Powers in the 21st century, Routledge, 2009, see esp. Part I: 

Geopolitics in an Uncertain World: The Case for Classical Geopolitics 

 

Antrim, Caitlyn L., “The Next Geographical Pivot: The Russian Arctic in the Twenty-first Century”, 

Naval War College Review, Vol. 63, No. 3, Summer 2010, pp. 15-38. 

 

Kaplan, R, ‘The geography of Chinese power’, Foreign Affairs, May/June 2010 OR Kaplan, R, 

Asia’s Cauldron: The South China Sea and the end of a stable Pacific, Random House, 2015, 

Chapter 3  

 

 

Week 7: Spheres of influence and Empires 

 

*Cullen Dunn, E and Michael Bobick, ‘The empire strikes back: War without war and occupation without 

occupation in the Russian sphere of influence’, American Ethnologist, Vol. 41 No. 3, 2014 
 

＊Blakeslee, G, ‘The Japanese Monroe Doctrine’, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 11 No. 4, 1933 OR Holmes, T 

& Yoshihara, T, ‘India’s Monroe Doctrine and Asia’s maritime future’, Strategic Analysis, Vol. 32 No. 

6, 2008 

 

Tsygankov, A, ‘Vladimir Putin's last stand: the sources of Russia's Ukraine policy’, Post-Soviet 
Affairs, 02 Feb 2015, online access 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1060586X.2015.1005903#abstract 
 

Munro, R, ‘China's waxing spheres of influence’, Orbis, Vol 38 No. 4, 1994 

 

Week 8: The ‘soft’ power competition era 
 

*Nye, Joseph (2004) Soft Power: the means to success in world politics, NY: Public Affairs, esp 

Chapter 1 

 

*Heng, Yee Kuang ‘Mirror mirror on the wall, who is the softest of them all? Evaluating Japanese 

and Chinese strategies in the ‘soft’ power competition era’, International Relations of the 
Asia-Pacific, Vol. 10 No. 2, May 2010 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/1060586X.2015.1005903#abstract


 

Sook Jong Lee (2011), ‘Introduction’, and Shin-Wha Lee (2011), ‘The theory and reality of soft 

power: practical approaches in East Asia’, in Sook Jong Lee & Jan Melissen (eds), Public Diplomacy 
and Soft Power in East Asia, Palgrave 

 

Jing Sun, China and Japan as charm rivals: soft power in regional diplomacy, University of 

Michigan Press, 2013, esp. Intro and Chapter  

 

 

Week 9: Trans-national terrorism and the World Risk Society 
 

*Brenda Lutz and James Lutz, ‘Terrorism’ in Collins, A, Contemporary Security Studies, (Oxford 

University Press, 2013) 

 

*Beck U., The Terrorist Threat: World Risk Society Revisited, Theory, Culture and Society, 19(4), 

2002, pp. 39-55. 

 

Heng, Y.K., ‘Unravelling the war on terrorism: A risk management exercise in ‘war’ clothing?’, 
Security Dialogue, Vol. 33 No. 2, June 2002 
 

Mythen, G & Walklate, S, ‘Terrorism, Risk and International Security: the perils of asking ‘what if ’’, 

and De Goode, M, ‘Beyond Risk: Premediation and the post-911 security imagination’, both in 

Security Dialogue, Vol. 39, No. 2-3, April 2008 

 

 

Week 10: Globalisation of infectious diseases 
 

*Elbe, S ‘Pandemic Security’, in J P Burgess (ed) The Routledge Handbook of New Security Studies, 

2010 

*McInnes, C and Kelley Lee, ‘Security and Health’ in McInnes and Lee, Global Health and 
International Relations, Polity, 2012 

 

Davies, S.E, ‘Securitising infectious diseases:’, International Affairs, Vol. 84 No.2, 2008 

 

Bowen, John & Laroe, Christian, ‘Airline networks and the international diffusion of SARS’, The 
Geographical Journal, Vol. 172, Issue 2, 2006 

 

Week 11: Global financial crises and terrorist financing 

 

*De Goede, M, ‘Financial Security’ in J P Burgess (ed) The Routledge Handbook of New Security 

Studies, 2010 

*Biersteker, T & Eckert, S (eds), Countering the Financing of Terrorism, Routledge 2008, esp 

Chapter 1 

 
Heng, YK and K McDonagh, Risk, Global Governance and Security, Routledge 2009, Chapter 3 

Financial Action Task Force 

 

King, M, ‘Who triggered the Asian financial crisis?’, Review of International Political Economy, Vol. 

8 No. 3, 2001 OR Roubini, N, ‘The coming financial pandemic’, Foreign Policy, March/April 2008 

 

Week 12: Ethnic conflicts and humanitarian intervention 
 

*Alex Bellamy, ‘Humanitarian Intervention’ in Collins, A, Contemporary Security Studies, (Oxford 



University Press, 2013) 

 

*Nicholas J. Wheeler, Saving Strangers: Humanitarian Intervention in International Society 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), Chapter 1 

 

Weiss, T, Humanitarian Intervention, Polity, 2012, Chapter 1 and 2  

 
Morris, J. ‘Libya and Syria: R2P and the spectre of the swinging pendulum’, International Affairs, 
Vol. 89 No. 5, 2013 
 
 

Week 13: Cyber security 

 
*Cavelty, MD, Cyber-security' in J P Burgess (ed) The Routledge Handbook of New Security Studies, 2010 

*John Arquilla and David Ronfeldt, “Cyberwar is Coming!,” pp. 23-60, and Bruce Berkowitx, 

‘Warfare in the Information Age’, in John Arquilla and David Ronfeldt, eds., In Athena’s Camp: 

Preparing for Conflict in the Information Age (Santa Monica, CA: RAND, 1997). Available for 

download at: http://www.rand.org/pubs/monograph_reports/MR880.html 

Cavelty, M.D. From Cyber-Bombs to Political Fallout: Threat Representations with an Impact in 

the Cyber-Security Discourse, International Studies Review, Vol 15 no. 1, 2013 

 

Weimann, G, Terrorism in Cyberspace: the next generation, Wilson Centre with Columbia 

University Press, 2015, esp Chapter 1 

 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/monograph_reports/MR880.html

