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My Wonderful Experiences in Japan
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—E11dah Sari Utami (2nd Year, MPP/IP)

|

It is very difficult to describe my two-year experience in Japan in words, but maybe “I am one of the luckiest

Indonesian students in the world” is the most suitable words to express how I feel. ~ Yes, I am very lucky not

only because I was able to obtain a scholarship to pursue my master's degree in the best university in Japan
but also I had a chance to directly feel the great culture of the country. Back then, two years ago, actually I was
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not sure if I can survive in Japan because of my inability to speak Japanese. Fortunately, the uncertainty soon
disappeared when I received the warmest welcome upon arrival in Japan. My tutor taught me about Japanese
basic customs and helped with all of my settling process. The administration staff members and faculty
members of GraSPP showed full dedication and did hard work to make all international students feel
comfortable in their new environment by removing constraints within the campus as much as possible. One
of the most touching experiences during that time was that GraSPP office provided a praying space for me.
That really surprised me, and [ was moved to realize how a monoculture country can appreciate diversity.
That experience taught me tolerance which I think will be difficult to find in other countries.

The second miracle happened to me May 2011, just after the great disaster in Tohoku. I found that I was
pregnant. [ was really happy since I had been waiting for years for this miracle. But then, I became very afraid
if I was able to get through my pregnancy process. When I experienced a miscarriage before, I received full
support from my family in Indonesia; this time I had to struggle alone in a country whose language I cannot
speak, against an uncertainty about radiation condition in my area. Most of the English-language media, my
only information source, gave me scary news, but I had a huge responsibility to finish my study. Fortunately
my worries did not last long since I got a lot of support from GraSPP administration staff members, classmates
and professors who shared their knowledge and experiences about child rearing in Japan. Now I am very
grateful not only because [ have a cute and healthy son but also I have had very wonderful experiences with
the Japanese prime, professional and fast healthcare and public service system. [ hope I can share all of my

valuable experiences here when I go back to my country to promote a better public service system.
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