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Letter to Future Students

I arrived in Tokyo in October 2006 as the first ex-
change student from the School of International and
Public Affairs, Columbia University. Although the
university curriculum of Todai is very different from
that of Columbia, the quality of academic training and
the enthusiasm of students are not unfamiliar. For ex-
ample, | am taking the “Environment and Technology
Policy 2” course which discusses about global warm-
ing and energy problems. Drawing on the three pro-
fessors’ previous experience in various universities
around the world, they perk up the interest of both
local and foreign students who hope to gain a global
perspective. Not only have I enjoyed the lectures at
the University of Tokyo, but meeting new friends is
also a key part of my exchange student experience.
There are about 10 students in the class, and Japanese
students account for half of the class. Many of them
are interested in learning foreign languages, and their
welcoming attitude towards foreign students has eased
my anxiety when | first joined the class. Although |
could not fully understand the content of the class
discussion since it is conducted in Japanese, | consider
it a good opportunity to practice my listening skills.
Hopefully, I will be courageous enough to do the pres-
entation in Japanese by the end of this semester.

Besides school work, | have had a great time sight-
seeing in Japan. | went to Kyoto for cherry blossom
during the spring break. Until now, I could still recall
the beautiful image of the falling flowers, when the
wind blew as | walked underneath the sakura trees. In
addition, since Kyoto is a city full of history, | was
amazed by the number of family-owned shops selling
traditional Kyoto-made arts and crafts. Having
“kaiseki-style” Japanese food was another remarkable
experience. Every dish looked so delicate, not to men-
tion the finely-sliced ingredients and the well-matched
colors for the spring. | am really glad that I experi-
enced the “hanami”.

Why did I choose Japan? The answers became
clear when | saw people bowing 90 degrees to each
other, when | cheered for the champion of the sumo
wrestlers and when | waited in line to have sushi at 7
a.m. in the famous Tsukiji Fish Market. Nothing tops
the stimulating experience of cultural exchange.
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