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WHEN THE DEEP CALLS UNTO THE DEEP......

=i
Evans Maka &
2nd Year, MPP/IP

The advantages of studying in GraSPP are enormous: numerous
scholarship offers, numerous learning resource centers dotted all
over Hongo campus with affiliation to the department, loving
administrative staff supporting international students to live in
Japan with no qualms, and the ease with which students can
approach professors being it academic or private matters, etc.

Besides, | see GraSPP as a graduate school poised to address the
woes of the failing global economic architecture. Contrary to the era
where public policies were confined to specific country settings, the
advent of globalization had brought into force various intervening
factors influencing public policies globally. Globalization was
welcomed by the praise singers, mainly developed economies, with
much optimism due to opportunities for integrated and expanded
markets, and global production networks. The censured chicaneries,
in mainly developing countries, were more circumspective due to
the fragile nature of their economies. But the crux of the matter is
that now the ramifications of globalization seem to be startling for
both developed and developing countries alike. The new global
economy is impacting tremendously on the economic policies of
both developed and developing economies heading toward
different forms of crisis, ranging from financial crisis, political crisis to
sovereign crisis. In fact, the global economy has gone deeper and is
calling unto the deeper, than the 18th century ideology. Thus when
the deep calls unto the deep, there must be a deep somewhere to
respond, and in fact GraSPP has positioned itself in responding to
the deep. GraSPP provides an endemic training in public policies for
students to become able to think by themselves, nurture risk-taking
abilities and welcome diversity through courses offered across law,
politics and economics. The veteran professionals in the policy
forefront in economics, science and technology, energy and
environment, development, etc., who constitute the teaching staff
of GraSPP provide students with a specialized skill to enhance their
sense of critical thinking, problem solving ability and capacity to
properly investigate and interrogate policy issues around the globe
by drawing on the lessons of Japan.

Catching the glimpse of Japan When my plane first landed in
Narita International Airport and walking through the streets of Japan
with my tutor, Akao san, |, at a point in time sighed heavily and
prayed to ask God whether this nation is closer to the promised
paradise. Well, this may sound funny but not for an “African child”
who landed in Japan for the first time. | see Japan as a nation where
economic growth had been fully decomposed to all layers of society
and people enjoy their lifestyle with the aid of state-of-art
technologies. Senior citizens are given the requisite medical support.
This makes the citizens confident in reaching old age without
qualms because they can still maintain their dignity and self-worth.
The impressive transportation system cannot be overemphasized.

A trip organized and funded by GraSPP for international students
in 2011 to Nikko, where we visited the Edo Wonderland, a historical
place in Japan, unraveled an interesting sight that made me feel
that Africa today follows Japan in the Edo era. Japan during that era
was characterized by manually driven machines, animal power
driven agricultural equipment, low standard classrooms,
bloodsheds, etc. But through industrious attitude, imitation and
creativity, the nation metamorphosed into its current state. The
traditional culture of courtesy, non-use of outdoor shoes indoors
and limited use of derogative words seem to portray the unique
attribute of the Japanese. Notwithstanding, since there had been no
modernization without a trade-off of country's values, Japan has
gradually adopted the western style.

Japan's experience aptly demonstrates how science and
technology, public policies and private sector initiatives could
accentuate efficiency and bolster resource allocation, since Japan
achieved growth and success without naturally endowed resources.
But today, Japanese policy makers seem to be in bewilderment with
the citizens doubting possible recovery and being more pessimistic
about the future path of the economy. Prolonged stagnation, rising
debt to GDP over 200%, declining birth rate coupled with aging
population, deep-seated deflation and historical appreciation of the
yen seem to bedevil the Japanese economy. If a nation which once
experienced a “growth miracle” (coined by economists) is now
calling for reconstruction, then | say that the Japanese economy had
gone deep and is calling unto the deep. It is worth asking whether
Japan's economic growth since the 1950s was really a miracle or the
policies (I thank Professor Takatoshi Ito, Dean of GraSPP, for his
exposition on the Japanese economy). Now that the same economy
had gone deep, and calling unto the deep, there must be deep
policies somewhere to respond.
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Saga prefecture, which is located on northwest part of Kyushu
Island of Japan, is well-known for natural beauty, unique traditions
and historical value. We were provided the opportunity to visit this
place in December 2012.

The purpose of this trip was mainly to observe and understand
how Saga government has been utilizing modern technological
device like iPad in making the ambulance services more effective. In
addition, another purpose was to observe how successfully a public
hospital in Takeo has been privatized and operated.

The office of Saga prefecture operates around 50 ambulances
which use iPads to access the hospital information database.
Through utilizing the application, they have succeeded in
shortening duration of ambulance drive. This is very praiseworthy

o indeed. The ambulance worker tries to find out the proper doctor
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and hospital by accessing medical services as well as availability of
beds in the hospital using an iPad. After that, the staff contacts the
concerning hospital and takes the patient through shortest route. It
is remarkably working and getting famous all over Japan. We also
got chance to meet the planner of this operation. He is very young,
gentle and very cooperative and also is being very popular through
this innovative idea.

The visit to a private hospital in Takeo (Shin Takeo Hospital) was
also very inspiring and memorable. The hospital is well equipped,
clean, well-managed and looks like a star rated hotel. In 2009, the
prefectural government decided to privatize the only public hospital
of that area and now it has drastically changed its scope and
structure. With its own helicopter ambulance and modern
equipment with highly professional medical staff, this hospital is
one of the best in this region.

Takeo is also famous for natural hot springs (Onsen). There are many
public as well as private hot springs around this place. We experienced
a hot spring at Takeo, which was delightful moment in our life.

During the trip, we visited some natural and historical places. We
also got chance to observe the oldest tree which was around 400
years old. The visit to Saga Shrine and Saga Castle History Museum
was also a notable event in this trip. Dinner, breakfast and
accommodation at Japanese styled hotel was very refreshing and
pleasing to us. In conclusion, this trip was very enjoyable and
informative as well. We would like to thank the coordinator Ms.
Satoko Nishimura (researcher at GraSPP) and all the fellow members
of the trip for their efforts on making this trip unforgettable in our
lives. We are also deeply grateful to Sompo Japan Insurance Inc. for
their generous support on this field trip.
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