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Ardhi Santoso Handarumukti (Class of 2014)

Analyst (Manager), Outlook, Review, and Policy Recommendation Division, Department of Macroprudential Policy, Bank Indonesia

I am very thankful that | got the opportunity to study at GraSPP while | was in my third year at Bank
Indonesia (central bank), sponsored by Joint Japan World Bank Graduate Scholarship Program (JJ/WBGSP).
This gave me very valuable knowledge for my professional career. Shortly after earning my master's degree
at GraSPP, | was promoted to manager at the Department of Macroprudential Policy in Bank Indonesia.

The experience of the recent global financial crisis (GFC) showed that the central bank's price stability
policy alone could not prevent financial sector turmoil trigerred by an over-leveraged financial system. Even
the combination of low inflation with strong growth that had been achieved by the US economy for more
than two decades ended with a meltdown of the financial system of 2008. A new perspective of
macroeconomic management was developed after the GFC. Execessive leveraging during a boom in the
financial system tends to be followed by a big depression. Thus, the role of macroprudential policy to
smooth out the business cycle becomes important to promote financial system stability.

In my position as manager in the Outlook, Review, and Policy Recommendation Division, | am responsible for analysing the economic outlook,
reviewing materials (assessment) to be presented to the Board of Governor meetings, and implementing reserve requirement policy.

What | learned in GraSPP is readily applicable to my work. Econometrics has equipped me with economic modeling skills very useful to
generating a robust economic outlook. Another example is macroeconomics, which has helped sharpen my perspective in understanding and
dealing with macoreconomic policies. In addition, international networks that | created during my GraSPP days have expanded my global reach.
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Wilson Tadashi Muraki Junior (ciass of 2013)

Translator and Announcer, NHK World

I graduated from GraSPP in 2013, and since then | have been living in Japan. | am originally from Brazil,
and after graduating | decided to stay in Japan and try and acquire as much work experience as possible in
order to build the foundations of an international career back in my country.

| currently work at NHK World Radio Japan as a translator (English-Portuguese) and announcer. My work
mainly involves broadcasting news and cultural programs in Portuguese to audiences in Brazil and Africa.
Working at NHK World enables me to keep myself up-to-date on the latest Japanese and global events.

| also work at Peace Community Plan, a social company engaged in community and environmental
activities. Most of our work at Peace Community Plan involves CSR projects sponsored by Japanese
’ ; corporations or projects that we implement with subsidies from the Japanese government. A project related
= mpEE to this company that | am also engaged in is a series of forums named VISIONS. The forums aim at creating a

grassroots platform for the free exchange of ideas among actors involved in promoting disaster resilience in
different parts of Asia. Last year, in Bangkok, we gathered around 30 people from countries such as the Philippines, Indonesia, India and Japan to
discuss how disaster resilience could be improved all over Asia from the community level. One of the outcomes was the chance to spread apps
and other IT tools that can support communities when disasters strike.

Having two different jobs is sometimes challenging, because each place demands a lot of time and energy. However, working at two different
places has been a good way to learn about various issues and expand my career network. Since each organization has its own rules and
characteristics, by comparing both places | have also learned lessons on how to manage people, how to achieve long-term goals and what
strategies are more likely to work.

In the future, I intend to go back to my country and use the lessons | have learned to establish my career in a government or an international
organization-related agency.

. Siritala Saengduang (Class of 2012)

Economist, Bureau of International Economic Policy, Fiscal Policy Office, Ministry of Finance, Thailand

After graduating from GraSPP, | have been working in the Fiscal Policy Office of the Ministry of Finance,
Thailand. As an economist in the Bureau of International Economic Policy, | am responsible for policy
analysis and design as well as strategic planning to bring economic and fiscal measures in line with
Thailand's obligations to international treaties. My other responsibilities include the tariff reduction
program.

I have been involved in many rounds of international negotiation under the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), Japan-Thailand Economic Partnership Agreement (JTEPA), Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC), and the World Trade Organization (WTO), to name a few. Flying frequently
across the globe has never been easy, but given me a chance to make friends as well as enemies (!)
BARHEE sometimes.
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My team's goal is to maximize the benefits for Thailand while contributing to the sustainable development of the world. In order to
accomplish our mission, we need to be professional to lead the discussion and convince our counterparts on various issues. Learning from
renowned professors at one of the most highly-ranked universities in the world has strengthened my expertise across a wide range of disciplines
and given me much confidence in expressing opinions in an international forum with professionals on the other side of the table.

Studying in GraSPP could be one of the most effective ways to gain not only an in-depth knowledge but also a good conduit to engage with
different cultures, customs, people, and languages. In conclusion, | thank GraSPP for opening doors for me to a wide range of international
activities that contribute to my professional career and my life.
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Radhika AryaI (Class of 2012)

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare, Government of Nepal

Greetings from Nepal!! | feel highly privileged for getting an opportunity to write on behalf of the alumni
of GraSPP, where | am among the first batch to graduate from the Master of Public Policy International
Program (MPP/IP) in 2010-2012.

My graduation from GraSPP proved to be a milestone in my professional career as | was successful in
getting a double promotion from Section Officer to Joint Secretary. It was only possible thanks to my
academic horizon being broadened by MPP/IP and a resultant understanding of the different dimensions of
development paradigm relevant to Nepal. | always follow the objective approach learned during my GraSPP
days for gaining deep insights into policy design and formulation on a global scale, and then try translating
it to the local context. This helps me internalize core issues of public policy. My experience in GraSPP has
also strengthened my capabilities to analyze public policy options and bring about its effective
implementation.

Dedicated professors and staff, student-friendly teaching methodologies, and a very cooperative management style at GraSPP are highly
commendable and will be remembered throughout my lifetime. Easy access to top-level researchers and practitioners as well as daily
interaction with students from all over the world at GraSPP enabled me to devote myself to policy studies.

Moreover, memorable features of life in Tokyo include the cleanliness of the environment, soft and supportive nature of the Japanese people,
and extremely reliable public transport services, which added value to my rewarding academic life. All these factors broadened my thought
horizon and inspired me to commit and devote myself to the pursuit of national development with greater aspiration and motivation.

I highly recommend that young candidates from all over the world win the opportunity to be a part of the GraSPP community, from where
you will be able to cultivate a better career avenue for yourself. | wish you all the best in your future endeavors.
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