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Abstract

This thesis reveals that a policy of reducing the number of doctors is the essential
cause of gender discrimination in medical school admission in Japan, and states that
this policy should be abolished because no public philosophical theory can justify it.

In 2018, it was revealed that some universities had been disadvantaging women or
previous graduates in medical school admissions. While most people and mass media
criticized the universities for discrimination, doctors tended to interpret these
measures as “necessary evil”. They argued that the universities need to embrace male
doctors, who work longer and harder, because of a shortage of doctors.

Contrary to the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare's predictions, there is a
serious shortage of doctors in Japan. It is also a fact that female doctors are less
contributing than male doctors in the workforce. In addition to these facts, the
personnel system peculiar to hospitals in Japan also contributes to discrimination in
medical school admissions. Gender discrimination is unfair, but it is also rational.

We can eliminate discrimination by resolving the shortage of doctors. Various
public values are involved in healthcare policy, and it is difficult to assign clear
priorities, but as of now, there is no public philosophical basis that can justify the policy
of reducing the number of doctors.

The policy of reducing the number of doctors, which has been continued by the
“Iron Triangle” in healthcare policy, should be abolished in order to resolve the

structural problems of the Japanese healthcare system.
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