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Stefano Berriel da Silva, Class of 2016, MPP/IP

My experience with GraSPP was quite exceptional. if | may say so myself. | came to Japan in April 2013 as a

MEXT-sponsored research student at the University of Tokyo and at that time already had MPP/IP as a clear goal.

The reasons were threefold. First, its marked interdisciplinarity appealed to me as | strongly believe that the

challenges faced in global, national and local orders are of multifaceted in nature and, as such, cannot be dealt

with under the boundaries of academic disciplines. Second, | was keen on deepening my understanding of Asian

and Japanese studies, which are largely absent in Brazilian academia, and GraSPP’s focus on Asian perspectives

and experiences seemed like a natural fit (with the bonus of being based in Tokyo!). Third, the promise of a professional degree committed to bridging

theory and practice across a variety of fields certainly met my aspirations to make contributions to the real world (i.e. beyond the ivory tower that the
academia can sometimes be).

During my 2+ years at GraSPP | can safely say that my expectations were met. It was rather motivating to be able to re-take some of the courses
that | had audited as a research student and notice how the contents and approaches had been modified not only to update references but especially in
response to the different goals and motivations of each new batch of students. | particularly enjoyed the engaging debates that took place in Professor
Takahara’s course on Chinese politics and diplomacy, which consistently went beyond class hours, as well as Professor Nishizawa’s arrangement of
guest lectures and networking opportunities both inside and outside the classroom. | also value very highly the opportunities to interact with Japanese
companies through Professor Kakuwa’s course on the context of Japanese business and stakeholders and through my GraSPP-supported internship at
the Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation. | believe that the main contribution of a Public Policy professional resides in being able to identify different
stakeholder's views and try to bridge gaps when they occur. By offering venues like company visits, internships and lectures by practitioners, GraSPP
effectively denies a narrow view of public policy (i.e. matters of governments and international organizations) and encourages us to think beyond our
academic/policy-oriented perspective, which greatly contributes to our professional (and | dare say, personal) growth.

It was also rewarding to witness the expansion of the GraSPP community during these years, both with the increasing outreach of alumni and with
the attention to student’s feedback. | remember, for example, that during the first semesters some of us debated about the MPP/IP course structure and
recognized that while the variety in course offering was a great strength for allowing each student to tailor the program to her interests, it could also
lead some of us to feel overwhelmed with the multiplicity of choices available. The recently implemented policy stream approach, however, seems to
address exactly this issue by balancing freedom of choice with some guidance on course selection and sequencing. Similarly, some of us in the MPP/IP
expressed a wish to interact more with GraSPPers who joined the policy programs in Japanese. In this sense, | am very much excited to hear about
recent initiatives such as the GraSPP Policy Challenge as a way to build teamwork between Japanese and international students and the Language Table
(to promote friendship and language exchange between students). These measures strengthen the identity of our school and send a powerful message
regarding how the progressive internationalization of Japanese universities can take place.

My feelings upon graduating last September can perhaps be best described as a mix of accomplishment and gratitude to our dedicated faculty, to
the supportive and friendly staff, and to my incredible colleagues, a truly international lot with the most different backgrounds. Giving the current rise of
anti-globalist forces around the world, | hold the friendships that we have built and the experiences that we have shared as an invaluable reminder of
how much we can thrive on diversity. | highly encourage my friends and colleagues to put into practice what we have learned at GraSPP both inside and
outside the classroom and take (perhaps small but yet) confident steps towards a truly multicultural and prosperous world.
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http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/education/doctoral-course/
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