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Summing up my time at GraSPP in just a few hundred words has proven to be quite the

difficult task considering the breadth of experience I’'ve had over the past two years. As |

look back, | am most grateful to GraSPP for bringing together a diverse student body of

global academics united by an interest in public policy and a passion for building bridges BERE(5) L ORSEY

between countries. While | will be sad to see many of my friends and colleagues return to

their home countries or pursue opportunities elsewhere, | take comfort in the fact that | have built a network of connections across

Asia and around the world, a souvenir from my time at GraSPP that | will surely keep with me long into the future. On an academic

level, the coursework at GraSPP also challenged me to deepen my understanding of international relations and policy analysis, while

also pushing me to explore more unfamiliar topics ranging from regional economic development to geopolitical and security issues.
Now with my diploma in hand, | am excited to take the next step in my career with my new job as an editor in the communications

department for a nonprofit organization in Japan. | would like to close by thanking my teachers, friends, and family for their support

and guidance over the last two years. I'd also like to wish everyone in the autumn graduating class all the best in their future

endeavors. We made it!
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<Participating students’ impressions>

—I couldn’t help but notice that many of the casualties
were from Korea and China. When we visited Peace
Memorial Park, many CAMPUS Asia students seemed
surprised to see a stone monument commemorating
Korean casualties. We realized that the Battle of Okinawa
was not just a war between the US and Japan but part of a
huge war across all of East Asia. (Japanese Student)

—This three-day Campus Asia trip to Okinawa was an
insightful and eye-opening experience to me as a Korean,
having been taught that we were the victims of war.l
strongly felt Japanese people’s desire to remember the
brutality of war and also their aspirations for Okinawans to
have a bright future of peace and growth. (South Korean
Student)

—The study trip to Okinawa reminds me of my initial
impetus to learn more about the region, “I want to be
immersed in a variety of cultures and languages, to
understand their suffering and delight, and to become a
real East Asia citizen.” International politics is not only about
states and top leaders. It should be felt and interpreted in
the daily experience of every individual person. | will never
forget the moment when all the visitors turned off their
flashlights in the cave, feeling how dark it was and
imagining what life would be like living inside the cave
with feeble light for months. We should all let the light of
peace lead us out of the cave of conflicts. (Chinese
Student)
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On July 11, 2018, the Graduate School of Public Policy was pleased to host Dr. Giulio
Pugliese, lecturer at the Department of War Studies of King’s College London, to give a talk
on China-Japan relations and present his latest book co-authored with Aurelio Insisa
(Sino-Japanese Power Politics: Might, Money and Minds, Palgrave: 2017). The conference
was moderated by Dean Akio Takahara and co-hosted with the Policy Alternatives Research
Institute as part of the GraSPP Research Seminar series.

The GraSPP research seminar series began the past year with a renewed focus and vigor,
having already hosted close to a dozen distinguished speakers who addressed expert audiences.

Dr. Pugliese spoke to a broad audience about the complicated and multifaceted relationship between China and Japan. He
suggested that, as is the case with the Senkaku Islands dispute, the two countries are playing a “zero-sum game” where each
attempts to achieve relative gains at the expense of the other. Dr. Pugliese then argued that China and Japan have become locked in a
geo-strategic competition that is played in the domains of "might" (military competition), "money" (economic competition), and
"minds" (propaganda and public diplomacy).

Dr. Pugliese discussed in great detail the domain of minds, which was of particular interest to the audience, outlining the latest
developments in public diplomacy and information warfare. He pointed out that Japan, prompted by the increasingly bitter rivalry with
China, has moved from a simple use of public diplomacy to a proactive campaign of strategic communication. Finally, Dr. Pugliese
noted that Japan's message abroad has also significantly changed, with the country now depicting itself as a balancing force against
China, a reliable partner, and a guarantor of the international liberal order.
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