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In 2017, while I was studying at The University of Tokyo as an exchange student during my
undergraduate studies, I decided to apply for the dual-degree program between Sciences Po Paris
and GraSPP. In April 2017, I received the admission email and a year and a half later, I was back in
Tokyo.

The dual degree was a great opportunity to combine the study of the French defense
environment at Sciences Po and the study of international relations with a focus on security issues at
GraSPP. Besides attending classes, I was selected to represent The University of Tokyo at this year’s

Anais BRIAULTX A Global University Challenge at the World Government Summit in Dubai — a memorable experience —

and produced a research paper on Japan’s defense industry with the help of my peers, teachers and
colleagues at Crisis Intelligence.

In June 2018, I was lucky to meet a Japanese company named Crisis Intelligence at Eurosatory, France’s biggest defense and
security exhibition. Back in Japan, I joined them as a part-time employee in charge of international accounts. This allowed me to
visit the Japanese Ministry of Defense, the National Police Agency and Tokyo’s metropolitan police agency as well as to travel
abroad. After graduating, I will continue working there as a full-time employee before going back to France to hopefully work in the
same sector. I believe this experience at and outside GraSPP allowed me to have a clearer view of the professional goals I would

like to pursue in the future.
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Shusei Yamamoto (MPP/IP)
2018-2019 GraSPP Student Council Public Relations Director

The 2018-19 batch of GraSPP Student Council kicked off in April
2018, with 5 fulltime members. We started off with a goal to further
enhance the ties between students at GraSPP, as we felt that there was
lack of events to bring together students outside of the classroom setting.
With our aim in mind, we hosted numergus events in order to increase
the interaction among students. One of the strongpoints of GraSPP is its
diverse student population. | strongly believe that diversity is one of our
strongest assets, therefore | made sure that our events were all hosted in
both English and Japanese to further enhance connections and
bonds between our students. As an officer in charge of public
relations, | have made sure to attract as many students as possible,
both Japanese and international. Therefore, | made a decision to
introduce various social media platforms such as Instagram and
Facebook in order to further reach out to the GraSPP student body.

Furthermore, we have also decided to introduce a survey to the
students for the first time since the establishment of GraSPP Student
Council. As an officer in charge of public relations, | felt that it was
important to incorporate the needs and wants of the students in order to
improve the overall academic and social life at GraSPP. With this survey,
we have successfully managed to lobby the GraSPP Office to introduce a
booking system at all discussion rooms, introduce hygiene products at the
GraSPP lounge, as well as activating the card readers at entrances of
GraSPP shared facilities area to improve security.

Our first event “Akasaka Trip” May 9th, 2018 @ Akasaka Palace

In terms of our activities, our
first ever event was a bilingual
quiz night. We split up the
students in to 8 different teams,
with each group consisting of
students of different policy
streams and nationality. Around
70 students participated in this
event, and it was a great success! ~ 2018-2019 GraSPP Student Gouncil

Our next event was a visitto ~ 1eam Members
the Akasaka Palace. This was a first ever excursion trip hosted by the
GraSPP Student Council, and the turnout was very high! Once again,
students from diverse policy streams and nationality attended this trip, and
it was a wonderful opportunity for the students to further enhance the
knowledge on history of Japanese politics and culture.

In terms of our academic events, we also hosted a joint seminar on
security issues in East Asia with the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced
International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, based in Washington, D.C.
The GraSPP Student Council also invited three professors from GraSPP:
Dean Takahara, Prof. Takeuchi and Prof. Heng. This was a great opportunity
to exchange different views regarding contemporary security issues
surrounding East Asia. Many frank exchanges were made among students
of GraSPP and SAIS, and we hope that this exchange will continue to the
next generation of Student Council!

GraSPP-SAIS Joint Seminar on January 16th, 2019 @ SMBC Hall, UTokyo
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