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Departure to a New World
~AY2019 GraSPP Autumn Diploma Presentation Ceremony~

The AY2019 GraSPP Autumn diploma presentation
ceremony took place on Friday, September 13 at SMBC
Academia Hall, International Academic Research
Building,

56 students were conferred the diploma this
September. The diploma was presented by Prof. Akio
TAKAHARA, the Dean of the Graduate School
of Public Policy, who congratulated the students on
their completion of the program together with family
members and GraSPP faculty.

The commendation ceremony for high-achieving
graduates was also held. The Best Performance Award
was presented to one student and the Outstanding
Performance Award was presented also to one student.

Message from the winner of the Best Performance Award

Goong Hong TAN

Class of 2019, MPP/IP As I'look back on my time spent in GraSPP, I can hardly believe that two
years have gone by so quickly. While I have had many wonderful experiences,
for the sake of brevity I would like to highlight what I will miss the most. The
diversity of courses on offer at GraSPP is one such experience. Thanks to the
bevy of classes on offer, I have been free to study broad, complex topics such
as international relations while still being able to explore specific areas such as
financial regulation. Furthermore, class discussions are always fruitful - owing
to the excellent quality of instruction as well as the diversity of the student body.
In fact, whether in class or outside, I have learned much through conversations
with friends and colleagues who come from different backgrounds than my own.
Whether it is debating policy positions, discussing current affairs, or exchanging
personal anecdotes over a cup of coffee, such exchanges have truly broadened
my own horizons.

Having graduated from GraSPP (a little older and perhaps a little wiser), I
would like to take this chance to appreciate my teachers, family and friends for
all that they’ve done for me. Lastly, I would like to wish my fellow cohort-mates

Mr. Goong Hong Tan (front row center) nothing but the best for what lies ahead!
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CAMPUS Asia Field Trip Report: Hiroshima
Jae Hyeok LEE (MPP/IP, CAMPUS Asia Program)

As an East Asian Affairs major,
memories of Pacific War and other
regional history as well as how
each nation and people remember
them are crucial topic to me. With
such interests, Hiroshima was
undoubtedly a very interesting place
for me to open my eyes and mind.
| was born and raised in Korea
and received college education in
the U.S. Thanks to CAMPUS Asia
program, | was able to spend valuable times in China and Japan.
During my time in Beijing and Tokyo, one significant factor |
realized was how each nation views and remembers Colonial
Period, WWII and the Pacific War. | believe these gaps are major
factors that divide East Asia from cooperation and keeps three
nations in distance.

From the way | see, peace means ‘no more Japanese
aggression as well as influx of communism (from North Korea)’
for (South) Koreans. It mainly originated from the traumatic
history of Japanese occupation from 1910 to 1945, and the
ethnic tragedy of Korean War from 1950 to 1953. Similar but
different, Chinese would define peace as ‘no more Western
invasion’. China remembers colonial period as ‘a Century of
Humiliation’. This implies that China has grown strong
antagonism against the West and tries to make its own way
without help or intervention of Western influence anymore.

It seems peace means ‘no more atomic bombs’ for
Japan. It was very interesting to see how Hiroshima Peace
Museum displays historical hardships. To be critical, it was
disappointing a bit that the museum did not clearly indicate
the cause and responsibility of the war; instead, it was fully

dedicating to show the inhumanity of A-bombs by showing
the stories of the victims.

Despite my small disappointment, however, it was alarming
for me to witness the victims of A-bombs in Japan. As a Korean,
| have never taken Japanese victims into account when
discussing the aftermath of war: Japan was closer to the term
‘aggressor’ than ‘victim’. The trip expanded my perception that
the Japanese people under militaristic nationalism were also the
victims of this tragic history.

However, the biggest accomplishment was the friends | made
throughout this whole program. As much as | realize the gaps
and distances among our nations, | believe the ties we make
would be the cornerstone for better relations. The more we
understand others, the higher the chances would be to shrink
the gap amongst ourselves not only politically, but historically,
socially and culturally as well.

The mutual trusts can be soundly made only on the firm
memory of our past. The trip to Hiroshima gave me this
lesson not only to my head, but also to my heart.
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