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GSC Recap for Autumn 2020

Jeremy Lee (President of the GraSPP Student Council)

2020/21 GraSPP Student Council started our term over the summer break, and our
goals revolve around onboarding new students, improving communications, and trying
out new Initiatives.

For new students, we wanted to implement a more structured orientation experience
so that they could have their questions answered before arriving in Japan, as well as
being able to meet new friends in their cohort. Thus this year, we reached out to new
students much earlier, in July as opposed to the usual meeting on the first briefing
session at GraSPP.

We set up an online Q&A system where new students could ask their questions online over a
week, and compiled this into a FAQ) document which we emailed out to them.

Additionally, we created a “Student’s Guide to Life at GraSPP”, which is a
comprehensive guide to everything from how the academic system works in GraSPP to
securing accommodation and a phone line in Tokyo.

We also instituted a Peer Mentorship System where senior students can volunteer to
take new students under their wing. The idea was to provide as many points of contact,
and platforms for students to get their questions answered.

At the GraSPP Social Orientation, students came together for a day of social
bonding and games. Splitting students into various orientation groups, students got to
play ice breakers as well as online games. We hope that students would be able to take
this chance to make new friends online, and hopefully out of the classroom as well.

In terms of new initiatives, this year we set up a Discord server to become a one-stop
communications platform for GraSPP Students. Rather than having multiple platforms such
as Facebook Messenger group, Line Group, and others, we created a single destination for
everything. The Discord server reposts Student Bulletin Board messages, as well as hosts a
module chat for every module in GraSPP, allowing students to exchange information about
classes and arrange group work easily. It also has community forums where people could ask
questions about housing, visa matters, and discuss the latest news too.

We also spent a great deal of time at the start of the semester getting student facilities back
up and running during this COVID pandemic. This included implementing safe distancing
measures, such as limiting the maximum capacity in lounges and distancing furniture away
from one another. We also instituted an online check-in and check-out system, where students
could scan a QR code and indicate which room they would be in.

We are looking to continue promoting our module review system so that students can make
more informed decisions about classes. Look forward to our online social event to celebrate
the end of the semester! If the COVID pandemic comes under control, we hope to also be
able to do some in-person events next semester, including the annual GraSPP trip.
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I'm a Professor of Economics at GraSPP and a Taiwanese citizen. My research focuses on the causes
and consequences of inequality and the evaluation of public policy. Before coming to Japan, | taught at
the University of New York at Albany and the Royal Holloway University of London. My recent working
papers examine whether social ties can mitigate agency problems in medical care systems, the causal
effect of maternal education on child health in Africa, and how university opening affects female
education and career decisions.

To our students: We have entered the era of big data. The world has become radically transparent, with
data widely available. Integrating data and unearthing insights by testing/evaluating all policy decisions
has fundamentally changed how nations compete and prosper. As future leaders, GrasPP students
should be well-acquainted with quantitative analytical methods to capitalize on it through investments
and forward-looking instinct.
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