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Roberto Orsi, Project Associate Professor

After the successful first online experience organised by GraSPP
in 2021, this year as well the annual GPPN conference has taken
place as an online event broadcasted from the Hertie School in
Berlin, demonstrating the resilience of our GPPN alliance in the
face of the adversities caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, and a
high degree of commitment from everyone. We are grateful to
our colleagues at Hertie for their flawless organisational effort,
carried out with great professionalism and a warm feeling.

This year we again witnessed a high level of competition
between the projects presented by teams from all Schools,
covering a large variety of topics, although predominantly with a
humanitarian flavour. This fierce competition undoubtedly
reflects the high quality of teaching and training students receive
in all partner Schools, not to mention their personal commitment
and enthusiasm. We as participants from GraSPP were glad to
see that our teams were certainly able to compete at the highest
level, displaying careful topic choices, an impressive attention to
detail, and very strong communication skills. It is also clear
thatGraSPP teams continue to improve their performance year
after year, and as a School we should truly be proud of our overall
trajectory.

Mia Yamakawa (MPP/IP)

| was lucky to participate in the GPPN 2022 Conference. Our
group proposed the =WSME (Women in SMEs) Program>
(pronounced We s-Me s), aiming to increase the birth-rate in
South Korea and tackle the issue of the declining population, by
providing appropriate infrastructure for teleworking and
childcare. Building proposals was a huge learning opportunity,
with internal discussions and multiple sessions of fruitful
feedback from the professors throughout the program. The
experience can be reflected upon in three parts: the value in
having a hardworking team, adapting to changing circumstances
and finally, the availability of a positive, learning environment.

The Conference truly highlighted the beauty of having students
who are all passionate to make a change, and willing to contribute
equally to a project. Through the development of the project, the
meetings, discussion, and creation of the proposal were all
self-directed by each member, helping one another out when
needed. Such cooperation was particularly important for this
project, as many teams felt waves of motivation due to changing
circumstances.
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We were excited for a trip to Berlin, with hopes of an in-person
conference, until ending up to switching online, as COVID
outbreaks continued in Europe. Initially hit by a wave of
negativity, we lost motivation to put 100% into the project.
However, by using chat rooms and having regularly scheduled
zoom meetings, we were able to cultivate a friendship
nonetheless and poured our best efforts into the final conference.

To our surprise, our project was amongst 10 selected to
be in the finals. This result was beyond our expectations,
and made the experience and effort we put in, despite the
changing circumstances, more than worthwhile.

Overall, the interaction with students from other universities
was an overwhelmingly positive experience, being able to listen
to many amazing proposals, as well as create friendships and
memories. The details are available on their website, which |
would eagerly recommend others who are considering taking this
module to peruse before the 2023 conference!

Tan Yong Beng, Timothy Goo, Risa Shimono (MPF/IP)
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ER 7 A4 5 La—X (MPP/IP) Ridhi Soni

For students like me who are passionate about making a tangible contribution to societal development,
MPP/IP provides training and prepares one for the same. It also offers a wide array of intellectually
stimulating courses coupled with experiences that supplement and further deepen understanding.

The programme is designed to give sufficient hands-on learning in order to encourage students to
develop creative thinking and is adaptable enough to fit the specific interests of students from various
backgrounds. It provides exposure to a plethora of new and innovative topics in the field of policy that are
relevant to people at all levels of society (individual, community and government). Furthermore, the diverse
and stellar faculty at the school makes this a wholesome experience. GraSPP provides a great opportunity
to build a lucrative career in the field of policy. For those who are looking at a future in the development
sector, the school awaits with new opportunities.
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