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Machine learning (ML) is a branch of statistics and computer science concerned with building
computational systems that learn from data rather than following explicit instructions. Allen
said much attention in the ML field has focused on developing predictive models that allow
ML to make predictions about future data based on its understanding of data it has studied.

"A lot of these techniques are designed to always make a prediction," she said. "They never
come back with 'l don't know," or 'l didn't discover anything,' because they aren't made to."

She said uncorroborated data-driven discoveries from recently published ML studies of

cancer data are a good example.
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