
5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
Outline	


  5.1 Patters of Existing Dictatorships 

  5.2 The Conditions for Political Survival 

  5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival 

  5.4 Trends in Dictatorship and Democratization	
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.1 Existing Patterns of Dictatorships	


  Trends in Dictatorships 

(Magaloni & Kreicheli 2010) 

  Classifications of Dictatorships 
  Why dominant-one party regimes (during economic globalization)? 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.2 The Conditions for Political Survival	


  The Basics: Selectorate Theory 
  What distinguishes democracies from non-democracies)? 

   The  selectorate and the size of the winning coalition 
  The selectorate 

  The size of the winning coalition 

  What is crucial for leader survival? 

  The loyalty of the winning coalition 

  What are the difficulties and consequences of autocratic survival? 

  The economic policy difficulties? 

  The political difficulties? 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.2 The Conditions for Political Survival	


  The Consequences of Selectorate Theory 
  Policy provision  

  The leader’s choice 
  Distribution of public and private  

 （target) goods 

  The leader’s dilemma 
  Larger winning coalition 

  more public goods (target goods too  

 expensive) 

  more challenges/defection 

44	
Selectorate and growth (Bueno de Mesquita et al. 1999)	




5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.2 The Conditions for Political Survival	


  The Consequences of Selectorate Theory 
  Compared to democracies 

  Volatility more than growth 

45	
Democracy, Growth, and Economic Volatility (Quinn and Woolley 2001) 



5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.2 The Conditions for Political Survival	


  The Consequences of Selectorate Theory 
  Compared to democracies 

  Is inequality of essence? 
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(Burkhart 1997) 



5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival	


  The Political Dilemma of Dictators 
  Political stability and the loyalty of the winning coalition 

  Easing the Political Dilemma of Dictators 
 Autocratic Power Sharing  

 (Hybrid Regimes/Competitive Authoritarianism) 

  Coopting the opposition/elite bargaining/mass mobilization 
  Legislatures and limited parties ( next slide) 

  Single party dominance 

  Discussion: Un-democratic democratic institutions?  
  In what ways are the same institutions different?	
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival	


  Autocratic Power Sharing 

   Legislatures and limited parties  

  Need for cooperation vs. strength of opposition 

Gandhi & Przeworski 2007                        Wright 2008 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival	


  The Consequences of  
Autocratic Legislatures 
  Investment 
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Wright 2008	




5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival	


  The Consequences of  
Autocratic Legislatures 
  Growth 
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Wright 2008	




5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.4 Dictatorship and Democratization	


  Patterns of Regime Transition 

  From autocracies to single/dominant party autocracy 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.4 Dictatorship and Democratization	


  The Inequality and Democratization Debate 
  If inequality is a characteristic of autocracy, what is the relation between 

inequality and democratization? 

  positive (Boix) vs. inverted-U (Acemoglu and Robinson) vs. conditionally 
negative (Ansell and Samuels) vs. multiple paths (Haggard and Kaufman) 

  Democratization and autocratic reversion/within-regime changes 
  Is the same logic applicable? 

  Is there a dominant party paradox? 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.4 Dictatorship and Democratization	


  The dilemma of new democracies 
  Instability and the worst of two-worlds? 

  Low credibility of competing parties and non-democratic challenge 
  Lower provision of public goods and stronger pressure for patronage 
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
5.4 Dictatorship and Democratization	


  The dilemma of new democracies 
  Low credibility of competing parties and non-democratic challenge 

  Political business cycles 

  Inexperienced voters or desperate politicians?  
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5. Dictatorship and Democratization 
Summary	


  5.1 Patters of Dictatorships 

  5.2 The Conditions for Autocratic Survival 

  5.3 The Consequences of Autocratic Survival 
  The stability and loyalty dilemma 
  The growth and inequality dilemma 

  5.4 Dictatorship and Democratization 
  The democratization and equality debate 
  Autocratic reversals and within-autocratic changes 

  What are the implications for economic openness?	
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