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We Can Make It Together !

‘ Evonne Yl u, 1st Year at MPP/IP Course (from Singapore)

This is in fact my third time to Japan!

| first came to Japan on the Okinawa Prefecture Scholarship for a
year of exchange at the University of the Ryukyus, during my
undergraduate years with the National University of Singapore
(NUS). After Okinawa, | returned to Singapore to complete my Hon-
ours degree in Japanese studies at NUS. However, | felt that my
brief stay was not enough to gain an in-depth understanding of
Japan, and thus decided to come to Japan again on the Japan
Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program, where | had the privilege to
work in the local governments of the Miyazaki City and Miyazaki
Prefecture Hall for three years. My years in Miyazaki serving the
Japanese community inspired me to also serve my own country,
and so | returned to Singapore to join the Public Service, where |
worked as Assistant Director in International Relations with the
Ministry of Transport Singapore.

However in the course of my work as a public servant, | realized
that I needed more grounding in the disciplines of law, politics and
economics to help me formulate sounder policies and evaluate
challenges faced. Taking leave from a career which has barely
started was indeed a tough decision, but the sense of duty to be a
responsible public servant who can make useful policies and
implement them effectively to improve the lives of the people
dissipated these reservations. Thus | decided to take two years
leave to enhance my foundations in public policy and administra-
tion, develop new skills, as well as gain fresh perspectives in gover-
nance.

And it was of little hesitation that | chose to come back to Japan
for the third time to further my studies as this country offers so
much to learn; not only for the academic knowledge, but also the
cultural and philosophical aspects of the Japanese way of life. |
chose to study public policy not only to enhance the knowledge
and skills needed for a career in public service, but also for the real-
ization that the multidisciplinary understanding in public policy is
essential to the individual in becoming a more informed and
responsible member of society who could make a difference to the
global community.

At the Graduate School of Public Policy (GraSPP), I am truly

excited to be studying under the best teachers who are thought
leaders in their respective profession and in the academia. As the
pioneer batch of students under the Master of Public
Policy/International Program (MPP/IP), the first English program of
GraSPP’s five professional programs, it is truly a stimulating and
thrilling experience sharing ideas on governance and building
friendships with a good mix of foreign and Japanese students of
similar professional backgrounds and whom shared my aspirations
to create a better world. GraSPP also offers joint programs (mostly
in Japanese) with several other graduate schools with the aim of
grooming all rounded students in various academic disciplines.
One of such program is the University of Tokyo Ocean Alliance
Program, in which | am also enrolled to along with my MPP/IP pro-
gram. | took up this challenge to improve my rusty Japanese, as
well as to deepen my knowledge and hopefully build expertise in
the area of science, technology and environment, as | have always
been interested in issues of the environment and sustainable
development. | am truly happy that Todai strongly encourages and
gives the opportunity to students to develop our knowledge in
different academic disciplines.

In March 2011, | was in Tokyo when Japan experienced the
tragic Great Eastern Earthquake and Tsunami, which was subse-
quently followed by the nuclear crisis in Fukushima. An unprec-
edented sense of sorrow gloomed for months as the whole nation
mourns, but the strong resilience and true compassion that the
Japanese people have shown in this ordeal has also deeply
impressed the world. And there is no better time to study in Japan
than now. For this is the time where not only the Japanese people,
but also foreign nationals in and outside of the country are coming
together as one, and moving dynamically towards not only recon-
struction and restoration, but re-creation of an even more impres-
sive, exciting and resilient Japan. You are most welcome to join us
on this journey and we can make it together!

Message:

If you come Japan, do also try to travel to the countryside to get a
thorough understanding about Japan, for it is where you would
discover her true beauty and virtues.
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