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When West Meets East

Shaun Ketch (2nd Year, MPP/IP)

[ first studied in Japan as an undergraduate exchange student, and even though I took a few
Japanese language courses at my home school in the United States, I was certainly not prepared
for life in Japan (I'm sure some of my classmates at GraSPP can relate!). After many funny and
distressing experiences trying to adapt culturally to an exciting and new place, I finally struck a
smart balance between stubbornly maintaining all parts of my own cultural identity and doing

things the Japanese way. It was then that I started to feel at home in Japan (I hope my
classmates can relate to this, too!). After graduation, I went on to work for a Japanese law firm.

I always knew that I wanted to go to graduate school. I quickly determined that after living and working in Japan, my personal and
academic interests were now mostly Japan-centered. I then started looking for US-based schools that would allow me to study in Japan, and
found out about GraSPP after sending an email to Columbia University about graduate exchange opportunities in Japan.

While there are many schools in Japan that are international student friendly, GraSPP, to quote Dean Ito, “is the most cosmopolitan Japanese
campus, and provides both Japanese and non-Japanese equal footing in competing and cooperating on group projects.” I wholeheartedly agree.

My most cherished experience at GraSPP was the 2012 Study Trip to the Tohoku region. Although a year and a half had passed since the
tsunami devastated northern Japan, reconstruction had yet to begin in many areas. We were allowed access to local mayors, hospital
directors, NPOs, local business owners and residents, graduate students, and temporary housing leaders throughout the region. After
identifying which policy challenges remained in the region, our group—a cohesive mix of both Japanese and international students—were able
to apply skills acquired in the classroom to a real and sensitive event, and make informed recommendations to our alumni and colleagues.

As a second-year student at Columbia University's School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA), I continue to study US-East Asia relations
and East Asian security under highly regarded specialists on the region. This dual program has provided me with an understanding of
economics, diplomacy, and security from both Eastern and Western perspectives, and I hope that this understanding will allow me to help
strengthen ties between the US and Asia in meaningful ways after school. Though the dual degree is an amazing opportunity, I could have
easily stayed at Todai for year two. I already miss being on the Hongo campus. I'm sure the Gingko trees look amazing now! I also miss

é studying with the brightest and kindest the world has to offer. Best of luck to all of my amazing colleagues at Todai!



o
=
i
1
v
y
e
)
3

— BIAELEARELIILL Y EFEEAVEL

llya (WUF1) @ 4D DEATHIEY VT b« XFIVTIVT T, HFRGEEHAIICT > ek Lz, 1> 2—%v b
THAGEDFEDN DOVl Mg L ©77 X1 7 Z A TBGEEEINK) ZETWE Lz, b et oTEETRTWS
HANDKELFELTIZD, FET 2T b« XT)VT)IVT D HAKRTHRE & SULRICEVL T, HABE Y =7, HAGE
ACE=FAVTANRE, WAVAEELERSTVET,

Jongwon (IXTFJ) @ RARHARZEBEEEAERIC A Uiz & 212, 8253 6 IO HAGE A BB T Lic, TDED
e, BEREAAGECIHEL TV TEHE 0 ENE R0 E Ulc, Fhd THGEMEENN ) 1381 Uz, THGRFEENR ) 13,
INU Ty Rl [ R w7 2 ) — X0, Wiy a v RS =i EEZI T LS LTV B ME T,

— BEOXEPEE THRFLERSELDIEH Y TThH,

J I AL RAT 23— TERVEESTOETH, TCBXPHERA Fht ! Ellyad i), HLFIXTL EERD
Fr)lTLE I M

| @ BEHORDBHTE TV AW S HETEETE U2 BV EHAZDIEARAEETT . B LETHVWDSINTH
BZANEOTTICENET ERNTEREICENTOEABVET 3B, O 7 ADE S WERIZTEHEMICZ N TT,
VWAL EEIZO Y T T BEERETVANMEZ TEE Lz, FAEBHEEDDE L,

— REIEESTLED?

| = Transportation Policy (HFWSIAEA . MY £ & 754, SHBE—AEA) &, YA PRAE—A—t2HdHE. 70—
JVR - MU TEHHT, ETCEHEAN ST, ZEDT LYY T2 a VICBL TS AE, BT TERETS
Bandbinuk, e EETHRTZED TIBICEVEDORTEZOTIRENTL L 5D T—AHHAD > /272
IZ. FORMLIED TT,

J ¢ MPP/IPIEEEROLLENENOTTA, THUIHDOFHEELEBEDTLIEL, WWFIMICE> TVWET, 7272, 25
N EHRNREF L ORI B 5 7213 5 . GraSPP DA MNENE S D TR0 & BNE T,

Jongwon Lee za
GHHED)
e MPP/IP O—X 2 &

Ilya Vasilenko =~
(m 7 e \
MPP/IP I—X 24 |

— BRALBFHRELTENLILIEHYETH,

| D BANEHAREWE TERPPBMLNT LIC—FBT - D LE Uiz, RIEFEE AL, (BB REL) <RI AV
MIRSFCHEMNZ NS, ERBIHEL TOE A, HATIFEAMNIC fair & honest MTEIEEIC K> TS M
METLX DM
UTGEN & IR RZTZ R LU E T, B 7 OPEIGAARE ERPEERA TR, BHRZKICW> T NTZH/N
PDEDIF D VRN ZRIETE 2 &> THIBREITHIET 2 N 20 TT,

J AR, BEOE S DT 5 EFFNER LV ERWE T, BETIEIV LA YOS HABETE, @MilickoT b
TATWVDYBILIZZ MDD EEND T, HAITKIETT s KADKEHNY LAY OGO TT A, D 6 Ktk
WM OFITEZ S T TRTHHIFHEARD T, ZREFROBEE M E DL D52 TWET, BEIEHD
BREDEDMLVTT, AREFEUTABREELDZENRZVOTTH, BEICEHWVAEEER, T LU TRBED
FFERREOBDN DI Tedic, AN —BHL L Z> T3 EEbNET, Fio, HARICHERTHANOKE D PE
WROBEDEVDE, i LWBFEEDERRD»E LNEE A

— MBI ESTBDOHYTIH,

| AARTEIGLES, oy 7 ADMRET AV TIVEA YT 4 VIR R EZTOET, TOE, AAROHEHP
PEEZOY T IHBET 2N 2 L T0ET,

J L B KRY. Z U T GraSPP TR T E /2 LIFENR . HENTWE Lz, BRRIEEDOMEMICDONTHEZ S X
D, SETORELOEREADT, 7V 7 TOXOENLN)VOM N EB LIz E B> TWVET,
BB COEBEBEI L. 77 OREIBIZIE L. W7 Y7 ORIBICEM T E % & 5 HHN T & 3 7
YUTd, TEITFREPPNH O ZIM, Lo ) ZERCE KREMCHNZER TENIXONEEZ T
%9, (A2 a— - XH REHAY)

OANOL 40 ALISYIAINN FHL  ADITOd DI79Nd 40 TOOHDS 31vNAvdD

Q VLLLATSAIN



' Pre-Graduation Ceremony and Reception
@ Kojima Hall and Capo PELLICANO Hongo

July 31,2012

[EHBE] & BN THEICEN SODBFADRTT,
LURT. EROZIESF AR NOFKEEL
TEREZRKIIFESANETENENSTZD
T, BHIBIEES . IBVbRA ] EFEENT
TVWELE (AARGET), —a—I—2icfrolc b T, %38
MTERVDOT, TUVDBREAK [BRIZTTHEE-T]

D DICHICH D S Tl O/ NIRRT, BREADRNEN
SHENERS> TWE Uiz, ARG LICA—T VD THT

NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER (Rt BfT) e BT RN HBUR KRB

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY
%’30% THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO
[E::251= 1 REREER 20124 10H31H
[FHA] oeeeens RTINS OKEKNERE)

T113-0033 HEECARAM7-3-1 tel 03-5841-1710 fax 03-5841-7877
E-mail grasppnl@pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp



	NL＿30号＿PDF版＿01.pdf
	NL＿30号＿PDF版＿02.pdf
	NL＿30号＿PDF版＿03.pdf
	NL＿30号＿PDF版＿04.pdf

