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Wilson Tadashi Muraki Junior, 2nd vear, mpp/ip

The LKY (Lew Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of
Singapore) Japan Trip was designed to be an opportunity for students
from abroad to have a general idea of what Japan is, the way its
government works, some of the most relevant ongoing social and
economic debates and a little part of its cultural aspects.

Firstly, we had a seminar where we were presented with the future
prospects of energy policies in Japan by Dr. Tatsujiro Suzuki (Vice
Chairman of the Japan Atomic Energy Commission). The lecture was
followed by a discussion session where the students played the roles of
different stakeholders involved in the debates on energy. The purpose of
that was to stress the fact that the policy process is affected by various
interests, and achieving consensus on an issue such as the future of
Japan's nuclear policy involves compromising and intense negotiations.
In the following three days, we had a series of meetings with ministry
officials, representatives from the civil society, politicians, etc.

The LKY Japan Trip was a great opportunity for understanding how
public policy-making works in the real world. Something | found
interesting was to hear about the different stakeholders' interactions on a
certain matter. In the case of energy policy, for instance, we had the
chance to hear about the disputes that exist between local business and
civil society, or among different agencies within the government. The
current situation of Fukui Prefecture was another topic that especially
caught my attention. Fukui has many nuclear reactors. Shutting such
reactors down has not only created problems to the prefecture's budget
but also had a negative impact on its economic activities.

I think that every Public Policy student should have the chance to
explore public matters as much as we did. Interacting with LKY students
was a great opportunity to exchange ideas, opinions and views on a
variety of things. There are students facing challenges, both personally
and professionally, that are very different from my reality, and those
students have a lot to teach. I am grateful for having had the chance to
visit amazing places in the company of such wonderful people.
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