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B = /Abstract

This paper looks into Kawabegawa River dam project in Kumamoto Prefecture, especially
on the process of coming "single-purpose flood control dam" plan up for discussion, gaining
the understanding of key actors such as politicians, administrative staff, and the residents
concerned, to reach a political decision. The long stalemate over the dam project came to an
end of sorts in November 2020, when Kumamoto Prefecture Governor Ikuo Kabashima
announced a political decision to build a "new single-purpose flood control dam”. This
paper focuses on this "new" dam policy decision and attempts to explain the circumstances
led to the adoption of this decision, which is considered to have both flood control and
environmental protection benefits among many other policy proposals. It will also compare
those circumstances with those led to the September 2008 speech, in which the flood control
dam proposal was also mentioned as a possible but was not adopted. There, it is examined
how the three elements of technology, politics, and society are intertwined in the
preliminary stages of political decision. As an analytical framework, this paper adopts
“window of opportunity"(Kingdon, 2011) to unravel that complexity.

The results are as follows. First, as of November 2020, all three of "problem streams",
"policy streams" and "political streams" were in place. On the other hand, in 2008, "policy
stream" was weakly present, whilst "problem stream" and "political stream" hardly arose, and
those "three streams" failed to merge, leading the governor to announce the blanket
withdrawal of the dam. Here, these two major differences are supposed to influence the
different outcomes. From aforementioned observations, it also derive some implications to

the model, especially related to the role of interest groups.
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