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Embarking on a New Exciting Journey

After 12 years lecturing on International
Relations at universities in the United
Kingdom, the Republic of Ireland, and
Singapore, | joined GraSPP as a full-time
faculty member in April 2016. | enjoyed
thoroughly my previous six-month visiting
stint with GraSPP in 2015, and am
delighted to be back. This time, my key
responsibility will be helping to deliver the
newly-established Doctoral program at
GrasPP. The PhD in Public Policy, with two specialization tracks in
"International Security" and "International Finance and
Development", trains students to develop an integrated holistic
analytical mindset to address complex policy challenges in our
globalized world. Together with a professor from an Economics
background, I will be teaching a Research Design Seminar for
first-year PhD candidates on how to identify research questions,
formulate hypotheses and deploy appropriate research methods. |
will also be teaching other modules such as Field Seminar in
International Relations; Security Studies, and Soft Power in the
Asia-Pacific. Besides my teaching responsibilities, there are
research opportunities that also attracted me to GraSPP. The
strong links with the Policy Alternatives Research Institute (PARI)'s
Security Studies Unit and the Complex Risk Governance Unit in
particular provide platforms for cutting-edge research that
complement my own long-standing interests in the field of risk
and security studies. As a leading research university, UTokyo is
well-placed to be the frontrunner in Asia exploring the complex
intersection between risk and security. For instance, a research

in security policy-making through a comparative analysis of British,
Singaporean and Japanese experiences, would be most exciting.
Having previously presented papers at international conferences
in a joint panel together with other colleagues at GraSPP, my hope
is that we can collate our papers to publish an edited volume in a
peer-reviewed academic journal that showcases the impressive
multi-disciplinary research on risk undertaken here. GraSPP is also
engaged in many significant international initiatives such as
double-degree programs and strategic partnerships such as the
Global Public Policy Network. I am looking forward to serving on
the International Affairs Committee. As several of our partner
public policy schools around the world have launched Executive
Education programs, this is one avenue that | hope to explore
together with colleagues at GraSPP. In addition, building stronger
faculty and student exchanges between GraSPP and our partner,
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of
Singapore, has been one of my interests, not least because | spent
five years on the LKYSPP faculty! Several developments in
professional organisations, such as the first Regional Conference
on Public Policy to be held at the University of Hong Kong in June
2016 also offer opportunities for GraSPP faculty and students
conducting research and building networks with partner
institutions. | have been invited to attend the interim steering
committee meeting at the inaugural launch of the Asia-Pacific
International Public Policy Association in Hong Kong and it
promises to be an eye-opening experience, with implications for
policy schools in Asia such as GraSPP. With the blossoming and
fading of the sakura, the spring semester is now underway and
there is much to do in the new academic year.
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Find your own interest

Last semester, although | had very limited experience either in case studies or financial issues
as a freshman at GraSPP, | took the course "Case Study (Finance and Development in Emerging
Asia I)" because | was interested in policy banking operations. | was a little worried at the very
beginning, but when | discussed my idea with Prof. Nishizawa | was encouraged to look into
ADB's case from the angle which I'm familiar with—energy sector operations.

Open your mind

The class was held in small group discussions around the table, so everybody had a chance to
express thoroughly their opinions and freely questions. In the course, we were exposed to many
professional concepts by looking into various cases related to development and finance, all of
which are relevant to our interests. After having broadened our analytical perspectives, we were
able to examine a variety of topics, such as the pros and cons of globalization, financial
integration, microfinance development, TPP, China's AlIB initiative, and RMB internationalization.
Our discussion often ran past the allotted class time and the best part of the class was that
although the topics were quite diverse, one could still focus on his or her own subject.
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Gain practical experience

With the guidance of the professor, we learned to listen to different opinions, to critically
analyze from different perspectives and to derive our own conclusions/implications. After reading
and processing reading materials on selected episodes, we wrote a brief memo about our
understanding of the issue to help the professor know if we were on the track and to give us
further advice. Hands-on training helped us learn how to write research papers, make
presentations professionally, and communicate more effectively. Also, guest speakers with
working experiences in international financial institutions were invited to share their views with
us directly.

You should join

Combine with practical application, this course was a special and enjoyable learning
opportunity for me and has made my study in the following semester easier and more fruitful.
Most importantly, as this is a free and open learning environment, you are not penalized for your
views if they are different from others—all you need is to think actively and independently.
Therefore, no matter whether you have a background in finance or not, if you have some ideas in
financial issues and would like to gain practical skills, you should join this fantastic course, find
your own interest, and learn from it.
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