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My Memorable Trip to Paris

llia Beloly, MPP/IP 2nd Year

My trip to Paris started at GraSPP Policy Challenge introduction seminar. During introduction, all our hopes to form
team with friends and work on desired topic was destroyed by Professor Shiroyama, who enthusiastically explained
the system of random team composition. However, two words popped up in my mind: “F+L>2<” and “HY . |
decided that it would be an interesting chance to meet new GraSPP people, so | signed in. My team members were
from Peru, Japan, China — and me from Russia. | didn’t know any of them, so at first meeting | was trying to speak less
in order to look smarter. Our team chose the topic on Sexually Transmitted Diseases and Sexual Education as we
believed that topic is not getting enough attention from policymakers. Our next challenge was how to suggest truly
innovative solution that will be attractive enough to send us to Paris. At that time, | was surprised when my team
members humbly concluded there are no thoughts, but during two hours of enforced one-to-one brainstorming they
generated many brilliant fresh ideas.

Before the GraSPP presentation, we felt our topic in one way or another would shake up the jury, and we strongly believed in our idea; so we were
able to defence. However, we were not sure about jury’s attitude to our topic. Presentation went fine, but we knew that competition would be fierce; so
when in late December, as a Christmas gift, we received a congratulation letter to inform that we were chosen to make a presentation for GPPN
Conference at Science Po in Paris, we were overdelighted.

Upon arrival, we were warmly greeted at Science Po by volunteers, totally charmed by Science Po Graduate School of Public Policy Dean’s English
accent, thrilled by a conference moderator, and overall, excited. More than 50 teams from all over the world presented their projects, which varied in
policy area and level of execution. For me, most interesting was reading the short biographies of all team members in the Conference brochure. As
usual, | compared my own achievements in life with others’, and that plunged me in abyss of depressive self-abasement (joke) — it motivated me to
network actively and try to learn from others' experience. After first day, our team was selected for the next stage, so that evening we had to further
prepare for the longer presentation and possible questions. Because of that, we were unable to benefit from an evening social program organized by
Science Po student council; but it let us develop our project, and we felt the responsibility since we were the only team chosen from GraSPP. The next
day, the project competition was more about implementation and feasibility of the project; so the strongest one deservedly got the first prize.
Nevertheless, we were delighted that our project, even though just in a concept stage, was highly evaluated and we were given a chance for the Final.
That evening was highlighted by a networking party, where we surprisingly spent most of the time chatting with unexpectedly friendly Dean lizuka.
(Yes, he is also human as us).

Looking back, we had amazing days in Paris, as we met many new interesting people, got fresh “outside of Japan” view on the policymaking
dialogue; but more importantly, we connected better with GraSPP members. Finding way from hotel to Science Po on a first day, taking an evening boat
trip on la Seine, lunchtime tour to Jardin du Luxembourg, asking too many questions at OECD headquarters — all that great memories that | cherish are
inseparable from my fellow GraSPP students who were there with me. | believe events like this are working positively on building deep connections
between professors, present students, future alumni; and this is essential for our young but brilliantly shining department.
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