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Sciences Po & GraSPP Joint Talk Event

& Me as a Bridge between Two Schools
(Cultures)

On the 16th of November, Dean Yann Algan from Sciences Po’s School of Public Affairs came

to Tokyo and gave a lecture on the state of the economy and Europe and how that relates to the

rise of populism. He teaches macroeconomics at Sciences Po, and was my professor when I was an

undergraduate student at Sciences Po. The main takeaways from his lecture were the facts that the
Adrien Bunel’ Year 1, MPP/IP economic crisis is over and that all EU countries including France are recovering, and that there

are strong correlations between changes in unemployment over time within a given country and the
rise of populist parties. He showed that regardless of the absolute level of the unemployment rate in a country, changes were positively correlated
with populist votes in elections. In other words, if one looks at the differences in employment level across countries, there is no convincing
link to be made with populism, because countries differ in their structural and conjunctural economic circumstances so that agents adopt
different strategies to cope with the standard state of the economy. What matters, though, are changes occurring within one country over time.
Concretely speaking, from the mere fact that Spain has a higher level of unemployment than Germany, we should not conclude that populism is
stronger in Spain than in Germany, because given their context, agents in both countries adjust their expectations and their behavior. But when
unemployment increased in Spain, that coincided with a surge in populist votes. In the end, his idea was that although political and cultural
explanations of the rise of populism should not be completely disregarded, the main drive is more likely to be a more pragmatic, economic factor.
Therefore, if European leaders want to combat populism, their best strategy would be to deliver efficient economic policies.

Aside from the lecture, Yann Algan also introduced the dual degree between the Sciences Po’s School of Public Affairs and GraSPP. I am
myself enrolled in this dual degree with two other friends of mine, Omaro and Théo, and after having spent one year at Sciences Po in Paris we
are spending our final year here at the University of Tokyo (UTokyo). I chose to apply to this dual degree programme because during my studies
I became increasingly interested in Japan — its language, society, economy and geopolitics — and my ambition was to work in the field of relations
between Europe and Asia, and more specifically between France and Japan. I felt that in order to be able to work in Japan, graduating from a
Japanese university would be an important asset; at the same time, I still wanted to get a master’s degree from my country and my school. This
programme gives us the opportunity to earn a master’s degree in both countries’ most renowned institution in this field. The two universities
are quite different: Sciences Po’s campus is rather small and right in the center of Paris, while the
University of Tokyo is very large. I got lost the first time I came here. Both universities also differ in terms
of student population. I would say that Sciences Po is more international for about half of the students
come from abroad — the remaining half being French students. But UTokyo is rapidly becoming more
international ... I would not be here if that were not the case! Apart from that, the academic approach is
not fundamentally different. A nice feature of this programme is that both universities offer the chance
to follow their course entirely in English, but also in French at Sciences Po and in Japanese at GraSPP. I
think this adds to the cultural enrichment, which is a great strength of this dual degree. Paris and Tokyo
are both amazing cities even though — or perhaps because — they offer completely different experiences
in terms of architecture, heritage, atmosphere or way of life. In Tokyo, the metro is so clean I could picnic
on the floor; in Paris, you will probably not have this temptation; in Paris, buildings along the streets are
harmonious; in Tokyo, it is a complete patchwork; in Paris, there is a monument at every corner; in Tokyo,
there is a shrine at every corner; in Tokyo, I can shop 24/7; in Paris, people are always on holiday.

I am extremely grateful and happy to be given such a great opportunity to learn in two of the world’s
most distinguished graduate schools of public policy and two of the world’s most amazing cities. 0
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A reflection on homecoming during ASEAN
& South Asia Youth Mission to Japan

It has been a dream for those of us who have returned to our home countries, which are far from Japan,
to revisit our professors, classmates, university campus, as well as the places where we used to stay, visit,
and have fun.

With the support from Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, GraSPP alumni from 10 countries in
ASEAN & South Asia were given the opportunity to join the ASEAN & South Asia Youth Mission to Raksmey Srean
Japan to attend a series of activities, including GraSPP Alumni & Student Day on October 21, 2017 and ~ Class of 2007
site visits to learn about disaster prevention and environmental conservation experiences in Japan.

I found that all of the participants were very joyful to reunite with former classmates, professors, and staff of GraSPP. We also had the
opportunity to make new friends, reconnect with GraSPP alumni, brainstorm ways we could contribute to strengthening GraSPP
alumni networks for a more effective collaboration, and help recruit future GraSPPers from within our home countries. We were glad to
see that GraSPP had made significant progress from year to year in receiving wider recognition as one of the best public policy schools
in the world as a result of the efforts by our dedicated professors and staff.

Throughout our stay, we not only had the chance to revisit long-standing ties with former classmates and teachers, but also participated in
educational and cultural activities. We learned about Japan's experiences in disaster prevention and environmental conservation.
Additionally, we enjoyed a great performance by the world-renowned martial art drumming entertainment team DRUM TAO.

On behalf of all the delegates of ASEAN & South Asia Youth Mission to Japan, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for
GraSPP and Ministry of Foreign Affairs for giving us such a wonderful opportunity to reunite ourselves with Japan with warm
hospitality.
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