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Ronald Margallo (Class of 2013)

Alumni homecomings are normally just for a night but ours was made extra special by
GraSPP through the generosity of Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Our homecoming
was part of the ASEAN, Central and South Asia Youth Mission which ran for eight
wonderful days. The whole experience was like reliving our student days in GraSPP — the
lively policy discussions and alumni-related activities were balanced with experiential site
visits to institutions known for environmental protection and technology.
The culmination of our activities was the alumni gathering held at the biggest hall in
the new GraSPP building. | stood at the back of the room eagerly catching up with my
batchmates whom | had not seen since we graduated in 2013, before my name was
called to deliver a message. As | turned and faced the crowd from the front, | was
captivated by what | saw. Looking at the faces of everyone- from the students to the
alumni to the administrative staffs and to the professors — | was swept over by the feeling that GraSPP had gone a long way and the
enthusiasm of the people that form GraSPP will continue the school’s legacy as a change agent in the public policy sphere.
Our heartfelt gratitude goes to Dean Akio Takahara and others who made our homecoming possible. Cheers to a bright future
ahead of GraSPP, our beloved alma mater, and its community!
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