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On January 16th, 2019, a Joint Seminar with GraSPP and SAIS (John Hopkins University - School of
Advanced International Studies) was held at the International Research Building, SMBC Hall. The event
was organized by the GraSPP Student Council at the request of SAIS and had the participation of 47
students, with 24 visitors from John Hopkins University. Relevant topics on Japanese Security were
presented by three GraSPP Professors.
First, Prof. Takeuchi made a presentation titled “Defense Policy of Japan Focusing on the New National
Defense Program Guideline” where he shared the events for Japan in 2019, the geopolitical security
issues of Japan and the government’s approaches to deal with those. Second, Prof.Takahara presented
on “Security Issues in Japan-China Relations”, focusing on the diplomatic rapprochement of China and
Japan and the challenges it might face, also sharing the impression Chinese and Japanese citizens have towards the other. The third
presenter, Prof. Heng, talked about “Japan in the World Risk Society”, explaining the ambiguity of “Risk” in the age of globalization,
and the type of “Risk” that are considered to have more impact
in the Japanese society, as the 2018 Summer heatwaves among
others.
After the presentations, the students had the opportunity to
discuss the topics presented and formulate questions
addressed to the Professors. Students seemed particularly
intrigued by Japan’s possible constitutional changes, security
strategies and the future of its diplomatic relations. GraSPP’s
students would be happy to welcome them again in the future.
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For the first time in my life, |
had a great opportunity to go to
Singapore for the purpose of
academic competition. In the last
semester, my group worked hard
on our proposal: “A Domestic
and International Analysis of
Vaccine Implementation and
Development.” We hoped to

Although we did not make it to the second round for the
8-minute presentation, we still learned a lot more than we
could have ever hoped for. We learned the importance of
regional focus in developing countries that truly need our
attention in this ever-globalizing society. In addition, we were
rewarded with cultural excitement in Singapore by traveling
and enjoying food and view together. Overall, everything we
experienced in Singapore was memorable to become a
cornerstone in my academic journey, something that has

raise awareness of the need for vaccination in any
countries around the globe and we were honored to be
selected as one of the four groups to participate in the
GPPN Conference in Singapore.

Singapore is a diverse country known to be efficient in
governance and social welfare system. As such, it was an
appropriate stage for us to introduce our new proposal to
the world of our efforts in vaccination. My group was
fantastic, not only they were professional and
knowledgeable in their own field equally contributing to our
topic, but also they encouraged one another so we could
bring out our strength. | was glad to be the representor at
the conference for the 3-minute presentation. | personally
enjoyed the process of challenging myself to stand on the
international stage academically competing against other
schools and learning their expertise as well. This great
opportunity further broadened my vision in my efforts to
pursue healthcare research and medicine in the future.

more values than just a title on my resume.

We truly appreciate GraSPP for their endless support
and guidance to our goals in life. Had this not supported by
them, none of us would have realized the importance of
globalization and collaboration that the 21st century aims
for us to interact in a healthy environment. | also would
want to give my utmost thanks to my group members;
Haruka, Elise, Tsubasa, and Sato-san for their
professionalism and support.

Participating groups
for GPPN 2019 were
selected through
GraSPP Policy
Challenge 2018.
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