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Commons Vv.s. Anticommons

G.Hardin “The Tragedy of the Commons”
Science, vol.162, 1968, p.1243-1248

M.Heller and R.Eisenberg “Can Patent Deter
Innovation? The Anticommons in Biomedical
Research” Science, vol.280, 1998, p.698-701



Tragedy of Commons

> HFM(IEVX) THHIREMICEBDERNFZHINT S,
ERIIFZOZERIEZROTIYZLDFZEHILT B,

>BENBEEOMEMTHNIE. FHIREEZERRLSLEINEKSIC
BRI HN, HFHMTIE. B EBENFEIE PRI
DEERNFZIEHBLTLEN. BEBEORYSME-TLE
SDTFFEREIZIEOLEITAHERIZES,

> OLTERAKEMZBERICFATIRY . ERTHOIHRE
WIIFTNRTIERELTIATORENBEEERITS,

<EZES>ERICOEVDADEBINEILDIE. TOREFMMNA—T 7O ADIGE
[R5, LD >T. i EEZFIEREFRBICSATEERIEAZETED
T ATV ADEBIZFHSC ZEMNTES, 4



Tragedy of Commons

» Some would say that this is a platitude. Would that it were!
In a sense, it was learned thousands of years ago, but
natural selection favors the forces of psychological denial.
The individual benefits as an individual from his ability to
deny the truth even though society as a whole, of which he
IS a part, suffers.

» Education can counteract the natural tendency to do the
wrong thing, but the inexorable succession of generations
requires that the basis for this knowledge be constantly
refreshed.



Tragedy of Anticommons
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Tragedy of Anticommons

» The “tragedy of the commons” metaphor helps explain why
people overuse shared resources. However, the recent
proliferation of intellectual property rights in biomedical
research suggests a different tragedy, an “anticommons” in
which people underuse scarce resources because too many
owners can block each other.

» Privatization of biomedical research must be more carefully
deployed to sustain both upstream research and downstream
product development. Otherwise, more intellectual property
rights may lead paradoxically to fewer useful products for
Improving human health.
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