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The best advice | heard about
getting a PhD is “it’s a drivers license
not a masterpiece.” It's grounding
because as much as | wanted to
write a dissertation that changed the
whole field, that’s not the point. The
challenge isn’t answering a research
question and burrowing into the
studies (though that’s obviously a
challenge) but in getting the structure
right and getting all the pieces to fit
together in a way that answers our question. If we can do that,
we’re more capable of writing all those big ambitious pieces
we might be thinking of.

But whatever we eventually do after GraSPP, not only
immediately after we graduate but beyond, we do so with
GraSPP on our diploma - our future is intertwined with
the future of GraSPP and vice versa and our reputations
are connected. For alumni, this means we should invest
ourselves with the PhD program’s progress by supporting
current students and recent alumni, helping recruit talented
candidates to come to GraSPP, and by supporting each other
throughout our careers and making the GraSPP network one
of the school’s strongest assets.
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It was December 6th 2020, my quarantine just ended, and
after a quick train ride from Narita Airport, | found myself
walking on the streets of Tokyo. And to say the least, it was
a sudden change of environment. In the following months, |
was a happy man not because | had only positive
experiences, but because | encountered different challenges.
All my entire education career, | spent in the ‘West’, where
English is the norm. But in Tokyo, my daily life involved
around a language that | have only heard and seen in anime:
Japanese. But it was also this Tokyoite experience that
pushed me to grow a little bit wiser and stronger.

Now, the question remains whether my one-year at
GraSPP is worth it? The answer needs to be handled with
much complexity. Surely, | was exposed to a plethora of
classes, and it was due to the professors, who were
instrumental in helping me set my path towards the future
career goal as a researcher. On the other, | was surrounded
by classmates, who continued to challenge me intellectually,
and taught me that there is so much more in life, instead of
only job hunting and studies. Even if we had differing views
due to our respective cultural upbringing, it is no doubt the
GraSPP community provided me with a space, where
freedom of thoughts, emotions, and speech are granted and
guaranteed without any restrictions.

Saying that, perhaps, my greatest highlight at GraSPP
centered on meeting different people. As someone, who is
never considered a ‘normal fit’,  am glad | became friends
with people, who are willing to break the boundaries of the
societal norms, who are passionate about debating politics,
philosophy, climate change and gender inequality and
feminism, who welcome me with open arms, and lastly, who
are willing to go crazy to try ‘new’ things. At the end of the
day, uncertain of our future meeting, all | could do is to
cherish them with every single ounce of my memory....
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This month marks 3 years since | have started
my Ph.D. journey with GraSPP. My research
field is development economics, especially
focusing on human capital accumulation and
labor market consequences. | am mostly
interested in how external shocks change
people’s sociogconomic behaviors, well-being,
and country’s development in developing
countries. My current works include the long-term effect of the
legacy of conflicts on education in Cambodia and the
intergenerational impact of the large-scale infrastructure on
schooling and occupational choice in the Philippines.

The two biggest factors that had motivated me to start a
doctoral program at GraSPP were multidisciplinarity and its
curriculum to develop both analytical and practical skills. Having
learned from outstanding faculty members and ambitious
students in the inspiring environment, | have realized that the
choice | made was right. Specifically, joining regular doctoral
seminars with students whose backgrounds and disciplines were
different helped me to expand my research interest and
perspective. Furthermore, there is a wide range of courses for
doctoral students, which enabled me to not only deepen my
understanding in development but connect with real-world policy
by interacting with practitioners. This made my passion to be an
gconomic policy professional grow considerably stronger.

Throughout my doctoral studies, | have experienced two
research works and one study abroad program. | had the
privilege of working as a research associate at the Asian
Development Bank Institute (ADBI) that has a strong partnership
with GraSPP. Through the collaborative research works and
knowledge-sharing events, | was able to obtain real insight into
what it meant to work in policymaking and enhance my research
skills. Another research experience at Asian Development Bank
(ADB) has taught me about how research should be done and
what skills are required to work at international organizations.
One of the projects that | worked on as an intern/consultant there
inspired me to refine the analysis of my dissertation. Without
resources provided and continuous support from GraSPP, |
would have not had these invaluable experiences.

| am currently visiting Yale University conducting my research
through the Fox International Fellowship. The takeaways from
studying abroad are the exposure to up-to-date research trends and
build influential networks. This research-oriented program allows
me to utilize various research resources and obtain feedback on my
research from exceptional scholars. | have been exploring as many
benefits as | can absorb by attending the development-related
courses and workshops and connecting with scholars from all
around the world. | believe that this opportunity will lead me to grow
as a better researcher with sophisticated analytic skills and a serious
attitude in pursuing academic growth.

<= Giving a project presentation
during the consultancy at ADB

¥ Fox International Fellowship
at Yale University

ADB Research Internship
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