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Introducing the student-led venture “Tokyo Policy Review”
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Introducing the student-led venture

“Tokyo Policy Review”

The Tokyo Policy Review 1s a public policy journal run by students from
the Graduate School of Public Policy (GraSPP). Founded in 2021, we
strive to create a platform for knowledge sharing by providing our
readers with valuable insights across a wide range of policy topics.
Accessible at: tokyopolicyreview.org

We started the Review with the goal of serving as an enriching addition
to student life at GraSPP. By complementing the academic offerings
at GraSPP, our programs seek to equip students with complementary
skills in writing and communication that build on the rigorous academic
training we receive on analyzing policies and their implications.

We also provide students with avenues for career development by
cultivating relevant job market skills and expanding their professional
networks. The Review has hosted a workshop on crafting a resume
and a panel on careers at major international organizations. Our
future programmes will continue to build on this, with the ambition of
improving the competitiveness of GraSPP students in the policy careers
market.

Furthermore, the Review has also been hosting a series of lunch-hour
seminars where students, faculty, and alumni discuss their research and
professional experience in a more casual setting outside the classroom.
We have hosted sessions with Dr. Naomi Aoki on discussing vaccine
acceptance in Japan, Dr. Quentin Verspieren on the importance of
space development and policy, and fellow GraSPPer Jaydn Nolan on the
AUKUS Security Pact.

The Review is seeking written contributions from students, policy
professionals, and researchers on policy-relevant topics and subjects.
We have featured a wide range of articles on pertinent affairs, from the
economic impact of infrastructure spending to analyses of security policy
in the Asia-Pacific region. We welcome submissions from all, including
authors who may not be affiliated with the University of Tokyo. Writing
for us is an opportunity to showcase your work to a broader audience.

As the newest student-led venture at GraSPP, we are keen

Tokyo Policy Review Team

Latest Articles
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The TPR website

Career Workshop

Brown bag seminar

to explore opportunities to collaborate with students, faculty, and alumni to expand our offerings to the School.
Whether it is as a panel speaker or getting your work featured in the Review, feel free to contact us with your ideas at
tokyopolicyreview@gmail.com; we look forward to collaborating with you!
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Dr. Singh Faye 'l EFBEX* =

In order to achieve academic excellence, it is essential to create an
environment that fosters the development of a student body that can
grow intellectually, socially and ethically, and is therefore able to
pursue successful and fulfilling careers. GraSPP has made this goal
its objective. It exerts all efforts in instilling in its students the
significance of academic excellence, challenging them to strive for it
within the framework of academic integrity, which involves all acts
upholding ethical values and maintaining a good moral character
within the academic environment. Such a mission is brought to
salience in its overview in these terms, “GraSPP aims to train
students so that they are able to discover issues confronting modern
society, to plan public policy and systems to cope with such issues
from a global perspective, and to transform students into experts
ready to serve as public officials who are capable of communicating
and consensus building.”
(https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/academics/grad_public_policy.html)

I couldn’t agree more. Since | have started teaching here in 2011, |
have been blessed with such academic excellence around me. In
effect, throughout my tenure, the students have always exhibited just
that. Intellectually, they possess amazing capacities for critical
thinking and the ability to understand, analyze, and synthesize
information, deductively, inductively, matching analogous reasoning
ability, scholarly curiosity, and problem-solving skills. They excel,
indeed, in their academic endeavors and contribute their best with
top-notch abilities to the success of the seminars when performing
their academic undertakings such as participating in classes,
conducting research projects, giving presentations, writing essays,
sitting exams, taking on leadership roles, only to cite a few. Nested
near Akamon, the famous red gate of the University of Tokyo, GraSPP
is one of the most cosmopolitan graduate schools in Japan, if not to
say Asia, “with 50% of the student body composed of international
students from over 30 different countries (both advanced and
emerging economies)” (idem) granted scholarships after rigorous
tests by the World Bank, the Asian Development Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, JICA among other household names. |
am blessed to be the English teacher of the Master of Public Policy
International Program (MPP/IP) Summer Preparatory Program that
these brilliant scholars attend every year since 2012 supported by the
dedicated GraSPP Team whose relentless efforts are visible in the
success of the programs. | commend their diligence and their
efficiency in building a culture of community and inclusion that

engages with, learns about, and
respects individual differences,
diversity of opinions, and
international cultures.

GraSPP has contributed, in no
small part, in my being honored
with The Order of the Sacred
Treasure, Gold Rays with
Neck Ribbon, and in this way,
will leave an indelible mark in me.

Much appreciation.

Singh FAYE Visiting Lecturer
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