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Application and Admissions Procedures 

For Academic Year 2023/2024 

Program Description 

The purpose of the doctoral program at the Graduate School of Public Policy is to foster 

highly-principled professionals who 

⚫ possess outstanding research skills

⚫ can creatively set a policy agenda based on their own research

⚫ can plan and evaluate solutions employing their full range of expertise

⚫ can promptly implement outcome solutions on a global stage

This program seeks for candidates who 

⚫ aspire to be leaders as public policy professionals with high ethical standards

⚫ have a foundation of specialized knowledge in the fields of Law and Politics or Economics at

the Master’s level prior to the enrollment and who strive to enhance their research skills

I. Field of Research

・International Finance and Development

・International Security

・Science and Technology Policy

II. Degree Program

・Doctor of philosophy in Public Policy

・20 credits and doctoral thesis, 3 years

III. Annual Intake

・8 places*

* About half of the 8 places will be recruited separately around April 2023.

IV. Enrollment Dates

Late September, 2023
Enrollment on April 1,2023 is also available*. 

* April enrollment is only for Japanese nationals and for non-Japanese nationals who, at the time of
application, have a visa valid through the end of March 2023 that allows applicants studying in Japan.
Non-Japanese nationals are required to contact the PhD Desk by November 18 to be pre-checked. The PhD
Desk cannot guarantee that the pre-check can be done by the application deadline if the inquiry arrives at the
PhD Desk after November 18, which could result in non-eligibility for April enrollment.
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V. Eligibility Requirement for Applicants

Persons must fulfill at least one of the following requirements in order to be considered eligible to 
apply to the program:  

(1) Those who are expected to obtain before the enrollment dates a professional degree from this graduate school
of the University of Tokyo.

(2) Those who are expected to obtain before the enrollment dates a Master's or professional degree from other
graduate schools of the University of Tokyo.

(3) Those who have obtained a Master's or professional degree from the University of Tokyo.

(4) Those who have obtained or are expected to obtain before the enrollment dates a Master's or professional
degree from a Japanese university other than the University of Tokyo. (Note 1)

(5) Those who have been conferred a Master's degree or are expected to be conferred before the enrollment dates
from the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD).

(6) Those who have been conferred or are expected to be conferred before the enrollment dates a degree
equivalent to a Master’s or a professional degree abroad. (Note 2)

(7) Those who have completed, or are expected to complete before the enrollment dates, a program in an
educational institution in Japan that is designated by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology, which provides program of a foreign graduate school within the school education system of a foreign
country, and have conferred or are expected to be conferred a degree equivalent to a Master’s or a professional
degree.

(8) Those who have completed or are expected to complete a program at the United Nations University and have
been conferred a degree equivalent to that of a Master's degree or are expected to be conferred before the
enrollment dates.

(9) Those who have passed or are expected to pass before the enrollment dates a screening for the fundamental
ability for doctorate dissertation research as specified in Article 16-2 of the Standards for Establishment of
Graduate Schools at a school abroad, an educational institution mentioned in eligibility (7) above, or the United
Nations University, shall be recognized by the PhD Desk as having abilities at least equivalent to those who have
a Master's degree. (Note 3)

(10) Those who have graduated from a Japanese university or have completed at least 16 years of academic
education overseas, and have been engaged in research at a university, research institute or other institution in
Japan or abroad for at least 2 years, or are expected to have been engaged in research for at least 2 years
before the enrollment dates, and shall be recognized by the PhD Desk as having abilities at least equivalent to
those who have a Master’s degree or a professional degree as a result of said research. (Note 1) (Note 2) (Note
3)

(11) Those 24 years or older as of March 31, 2023 (for April enrollment) or September 24, 2023 (for September
enrollment), whom the PhD Desk has recognized, through individual screening of entrance qualifications, as
having abilities that are at least equivalent to a Master’s degree or professional degree holder. (Note 4)

(Note 1) Japanese universities mentioned in Eligibilities (4) and (10) above are universities within the boundaries of 
Japan and as prescribed in Article 83 of the School Education Law. 

(Note 2) Eligibilities (6) and (10) above includes the case of having completed a correspondence program provided by 
a foreign school of said country while residing in Japan. 

(Note 3) Those who wish to apply based on Eligibilities (9) or (10) above shall contact the PhD Desk by November 18, 
2022 prior to the application as the eligibility for entrance will be confirmed individually in advance. 

(Note 4) 
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① Those covered under Eligibility (11) above include those who are not covered under Eligibilities (1) through (10)
above shall be recognized by the PhD Desk through individual screening of entrance eligibility as having abilities
at least equivalent to that of a Master’s degree or a professional degree holder.

② Those who wish to apply based on Eligibility (11) above must submit all the documents specified by the PhD
Desk by November 25, 2022 as the eligibility for application is confirmed individually in advance by document
screening. Please inquire at the PhD Desk by November 18, 2022 about the eligibility for application and the
documents to be submitted.

③ Those who are recognized as having abilities at least equivalent to a Master’s degree or professional degree
holder through screening of qualifications will be permitted to apply for the doctoral program. The results of this
screening will be notified on directly by December 2, 2022.

VI. Selection Procedures

Applicants shall be screened and selected through a comprehensive process. Selection is
based on the evaluation of all of the applicant’s submitted materials.
After screening the application documents (see X. Documentation Requirements),
applicants who passed the screening process will be invited to an online interview.

VII. Schedule for Screening and Admission Decisions

1. Application Period: Friday, November 18, 2022 to Friday, December 16, 2022 5pm
(JST)

2. Announcement of Candidates to be interviewed on the GraSPP website: Wednesday,
February 1, 2023 2pm (JST). (http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/index.htm)

3. Interview: Friday, February 10, 2023 and Monday, February 13, 2023
4. Announcement of Admitted Candidates on the website: Wednesday, February 22, 2023

2pm (JST)
5. Sending of Admission Certificate together with Admission Package: Wednesday,

February 22, 2023 (to April enrollment) / the end of April, 2023 (to September
enrollment)

VIII. Application Fee, Admission Fee and Tuition Fee

• Application Fee for applicants (JPY 10,000) is payable at the time of application via
e-shiharai website. (for details, refer to X. Documentation Requirements 12.)

• Admission Fee (JPY 282,000) is payable at the time of enrollment.

• Annual Tuition Fee for AY2023/2024 (JPY 520,800) is payable in two annual installments.

Note 1: Japanese government (Monbukagakusho, MEXT) scholarship students are exempted from paying the 
application fee, the admission fee and annual tuition fee. Such applicants who are not currently studying / 
conducting research at the University of Tokyo must submit a certificate of proof of MEXT scholarship status. 

Note 2: Those who are expected to obtain a Master's or a professional degree from the University of Tokyo in either 
March, 2023 (for April 2023 enrollment) or September 2023 (for September 2023 enrollment) are exempted from 
paying the application fee and the admission fee.  

Note 3: The fees are subject to change. In the case of a change the fees, students are responsible for the new fees 
that will be set.  

IX. Application Procedure
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Application documents (see X. Documentation Requirements) must reach in PDF format during the 
period:  

from Friday November 18, 2022 to Friday, December 16, 2022 5pm （JST） 

Also, documents in their original forms must be sent out to the Graduate School of Public Policy 
(See XI. Address) via registered mail or an international delivery service (such as UPS or FEDEX) 
by the application deadline so that applicants can track delivery status of their application. The PhD 
Desk does not respond to inquiries about individual delivery status. 

<Application Number Assignment> 

• Applicants are required to submit the Application Form (Form#1 only in Excel format) to
ppin.j@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp by email. If available, include the information of the date of sending the
application, means of shipping and its tracking number in the email. The PhD Desk will notify the applicant an
application number and an upload link for PDF documents within three working days after receiving the email.
Applicants should refer to this application number for all communications thereafter.

• Applications in PDF format that arrive after December 16, 2022 shall not be accepted.

• We do not accept applications by fax.

X. Documentation Requirements

Applicants must obtain the necessary forms from the Graduate School of Public Policy’s website 
and prepare the documents according to the list below and “Checklist (Form#4)”.  
(http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/education/doctoral-course/#doctoral2) 

• All the documents must be written in English unless otherwise instructed.

• In case the applicant cannot submit the original document, a certified copy issued by the university must be
submitted.

• In case the university does not issue an official document in English, 1) the original document and 2) an
English translation carried out by a translator who is accredited by the university or by a notary public must be
submitted.

• We do not accept applications by fax.

• Apart from the items listed below, do not attach any additional documents.

• No stapler on documents.

• None of the submitted documents and materials shall be returned.

1. APPLICATION Form (Form #1)

• Application Form must be typed in English.

2. Official Proof of Graduation

• One official document of graduation issued by the university from which you earned bachelor and master’s or
professional degree.

• Those who have not yet earned master’s or professional degree at the time of application are requested to
submit an authorized statement of anticipated graduation.

3. Official Transcript

• All official transcripts listing all courses and grades issued by the university in which you are or were enrolled.
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• If available, a cumulative GPA (Grade Point Average) must be included. The GPA statement must be part of
the official transcript, or, if separate, must be certified by the university. It must include an explanation of the
numerical values used to calculate the average.

• If the applicant has changed his/her university, or participated in exchange program, he/she should include all
official transcripts from the former universities or colleges.

Note: The name of the degree awarded and the date of award should be contained in either the Official Proof of 
Graduation or the Official Transcript.  

4. Master’s Thesis or its equivalent

• Master’s Thesis or its equivalent can be submitted in its original language.

Additional supplemental works can be submitted.

5. Summary of Master’s Thesis or its equivalent

• Summary must be written in English and the length of it must be 1,000 to 1,500 words.

6. Proof of English Proficiency

Applicants must submit either TOEFL or IELTS (academic module) test score as a proof of English competency (Note 1). 
Be sure to take the test well in advance so that scores will arrive at the PhD Desk in time.  

• In the application, please include the printed copy of TOEFL or IELTS score sheet from the website with
applicants’ name, scores, and test date.

• TOEFL or IELTS test must have been taken within two years prior to the application’s arrival date. (Note 2)

• Applicants must request the testing organization to submit the TOEFL Institutional Score Report (Official
Score Report) or IELTS Test Report Form to the Graduate school of Public Policy before sending the
application package.

• TOEFL: TOEFL Institutional Score Report (Official Score Report) must be sent by ETS (Educational Testing
Service) directly to the Graduate School of Public Policy, the University of Tokyo (Institution Code: 8554).
The Institutional Score Report of PBT, iBT and Home Edition is acceptable. (ITP score is not acceptable).
Test Date Scores are only accepted, not My Best scores.

• IELTS: IELTS Academic module test report must be sent by the testing organization directly to the Graduate
School of Public Policy, the University of Tokyo. IELTS Indicator is acceptable.

Note 1: The TOEFL or IELTS requirement does not apply to applicants as below.  

• A native speaker of English

• An applicant who earned a bachelor’s degree, or the international equivalent thereof, from an institution,
where the primary language of the entire institution (not only your faculty or course) is English, in the U.K.,
Ireland, the U.S.A., Canada, Australia or New Zealand
If the qualification does not appear above, there will be no English Proficiency Test exemption.

Note 2: In case the applicant cannot submit TOEFL nor IELTS scores due to the reason that the applicant is not 
responsible for, the applicant must describe the reason in the application form. The reason stated in the 
application form may affect the screening results decided by the Admissions Committee. 

   Note 3: Applicants who have obtained, or are expected to obtain a professional degree from Graduate School of 
Public Policy of the University of Tokyo can use the TOEFL or IELTS score submitted at the time of 
application for the professional degree program. 

7. GRE (Graduate Record Examinations) General Test Official Institution Score Report
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    Applicants must submit a GRE General Test Official Score. 

• GRE test must have been taken within five years prior to the application’s arrival date. (Note 1)

• In the application, please include the printed copy of GRE score sheet with applicants’ name, scores, date of
birth and test date from the website in the package.

• Applicants must request ETS to submit the Official Score Report to the Graduate school of Public Policy
before sending the application package.

• The Official Institution Score Report must be sent by ETS directly to the Graduate School of Public Policy, the
University of Tokyo (Institution Code: 3944).
The Test Taker Score Report sent to applicants from ETS is not acceptable. ETS will issue the Official
Institution Score Reports only for tests taken within five years.

• GRE General Test at home is acceptable.

Note 1: In case the applicant cannot submit a GRE score due to the reason that the applicant is not
responsible for, the applicant must describe the reason in the application form. The reason stated in the 
application form may affect the screening results decided by the Admissions Committee. 

Note 2: Applicants who have obtained, or are expected to obtain a professional degree from Graduate School 
of Public Policy of the University of Tokyo can use the GRE score submitted at the time of application for 
the professional degree program. 

8. Two Letters of Reference (Form #2)

  Applicants must request two referees to write a letter of reference. 

• Must be written in English.

• At least one letter must be written by academic supervisor or a person who can attest academic performance.

• The Letters of Reference with Form#2 in PDF format must be sent by e-mail no later than December 16,
2022 directly from a referee.

9. Research Proposal (Form #3)

• Applicants must submit a Research Proposal for studying at the Doctoral Program at the Graduate School of
Public Policy.

• This document must be typed and written in English.

• The length of the Research Proposal should not exceed 1,500 words.

10. One Photocopy of the Applicant’s Passport Photo Page  （Except for Japanese nationals）

• Applicants who do not currently possess a passport may submit a copy of a census register or other proof of
citizenship.

11. Receipt for Remittance of Application Fee

JPY10,000

• Payment of application fees can be made from the beginning of November, 2022 by credit card through the
university`s e-payment system. Refer to https://e-shiharai.net/english/ for instructions.

• Japanese government (Monbukagakusho, MEXT) scholarship students are exempted from paying the
application fee.

• Not required for applicants who are expected to obtain a Master's or a professional degree from the
University of Tokyo in either March, 2023 (for April 2023 enrollment) or September, 2023 (for September
2023 enrollment).

12. Checklist (Form #4)
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XI. Address

All the application documentations must be sent to the following address: 

PhD Desk, Graduate School of Public Policy 
The University of Tokyo 
7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan
E-mail: ppin.j@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Any inquiries relating to application and admission must be made by e-mail
(ppin.j@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp). 

XII. Miscellaneous

1. No documents submitted for the application will be returned to the applicants. The Application Fee is
non-refundable.

2. Applicants with disabilities must consult with the PhD Desk prior to the application, so that
considerations for facilitating them in interviews and classrooms, etc. may be arranged.

3. After enrollment registration has been made, the Admission Fee is non- refundable.
4. Applicants who will enroll in GraSPP during their employment will be required, prior to the time of

admission procedure, to obtain approval from their employer stating that they can enroll in a graduate
school without hindrance.

5. If needed, a student who enrolls in GraSPP with a job is able to complete his/her doctoral program in
a planned manner during a certain period that exceeds the standard duration of the program, which
is 3 years. For details, please see the Appendix.

6. International students are required to obtain an appropriate visa according to the Immigration
Control and Refugee Recognition Act (Cabinet Order No.319 of 1951) prior to undertaking the
enrollment procedure.

7. The University of Tokyo shall use personal information received only for the purpose of (1) Selection
procedures, (2) Notification of results and (3) Enrollment procedures. For those students that enroll,
this information will also be used for (4) Educational affairs, (5) Student support and (6) Collection of
tuitions.

8. The screening results used in the selection of entrants may be used in future studies for the
improvement of both the selection procedures and the education at the University of Tokyo.

9. The offer of admission may be withdrawn at any time, even after enrollment, if any of the submitted
set of documents contains falsified record or documents, or plagiarized statements.

10. The University of Tokyo has established “The University of Tokyo Security Export Control Regulations”
in accordance with Japan’s “Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act”,and rigorously screens
potential international students on the basis of these regulations.
Please be aware that international applicants who fall under any of the conditions set out in said
regulations may fail to receive permission to enroll at the university or may have their research
activities restricted.
Details can be obtained from the following website: Office of Export Control
https://www.u-tokyo.ac.jp/adm/export-control/ja/rule.html (Only in Japanese)
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Appendix 

“Long Term Study” for doctoral course students 

A student who requests that he/she be permitted to take courses and complete the degree 

program in a planned manner during a certain period that exceeds the standard duration 

of that program for reasons of employment or for other reasons, the Graduate School of 

Public Policy may approve the request upon discussion by the Education Council.  

The Education Council makes decision of “Long-Term Study” after thorough 

consideration in terms of the situations of the student’s work, childbearing, means or 

plans of childcare or nursing-care, or, extent of disabilities or rehabilitation, and the 

applicant's study plan. 

■Who can apply?

1. Full-time workers, including persons who work for public offices, private companies,

etc. (excluding persons who receive salaries and are exempted from work) and 

self-employed persons. Part-time workers are also eligible; however, those persons who 

engage in light-duty part-time work that does not influence their studies are excluded. 

*Please also refer to the “When you can apply?”

2. Persons who are expecting a baby, or who have to care for a child or relative.

3. Persons whose study is considered to be significantly limited for a long period of time

due to their visual, hearing, physical or other disability. 

■When you can apply?

A. At the time you are newly admitted to the doctoral course.

Or, 

B. At the time you have been studying in the course basically less than two years after

your enrollment in the doctoral course, excluding the period of leave of absence.* 

*An applicant who has a job at the time of enrollment can apply for the "Long Term

Study" ONLY AT THE TIME OF ENROLLMENT. 

■Maximum period of enrollment and number of years required for course completion

(1) Maximum period of enrollment shall be six years.

(2) Number of years required for course completion can be decided according to the

applicant’s study plan, however, never be allowed to exceed the maximum period of 

enrollment set out in the preceding paragraph. 

■Important note

Those who plan to apply for the “Long Term Study” at the time of enrollment, please 

notify to the PhD Desk via email before or at the same time of application. 

■Inquiry about "Long Term Study"

PhD Desk, Graduate School of Public Policy 

The University of Tokyo 

7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033, Japan

E-mail: ppin.j@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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THE UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO (Graduate Schools)
How to make a Payment of Examination Fee by Credit Card

24 hours a day, 365 days a year, you can pay anytime!  Easy, Convenient and Simple!

E-Service Support Center   Tel : +81-3-5952-9052 (24 hours everyday)

For questions or problems not mentioned here, please contact :

http://www.shiharai.net/infohttp://www.shiharai.net/infohttp://www.shiharai.net/info

●It is possible to use a card which carries a name different from that of
the applicant. However,please make sure that the information on the
basic information page is the applicant's information.

●If you did not print out "Result" page, you can check it later on
Application Result page. Please enter "Receipt Number" and "Birth
Date" to redisplay.

●Please directly contact the credit card company if your card is not
accepted.

●During payment periods and application periods mentioned in the
application documents, you can make a payment anytime.
Please confirm from application documents and complete payment
in time for the application period.

●On the last date of the payment period, please finish card settlement
procedure by 11:00pm Japan time.

●A fee is added to Examination fee. For further info, please visit our
website.

●Please note that refund is not possible once you have made a
payment of Entrance examination fee.

Mail it from Post office
000-0000
XXXXXX XXXXX1-1-1

XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXX  XX

 Enclose the printed "Result" page in an application envelope with 
other necessary application documents.

【NOTICE/FAQ】

POST OFFICE

You can make a payment with your Credit Card

Terms of Use and  
Personal Information 
Management

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Top Page 

School Selection 

School Information

Category Selection

Basket Contents

Basic Information

Click "Examination Fee".

Click "The University of Tokyo (Graduate Schools)".

Read the information carefully and click "Next".

Choose First to Fourth Selection and add to Basket.

Check the contents and if it is OK, click "Next".

Input the applicant's basic information.
Choose your credit card and click "Next".

Please read the Terms of use and Personal Information Management.
Click "Agree" button located in the lower part of this page if you agree with these terms.
Click "Not agree" button located in lower part of this page if you do not agree with these terms.

Application Result

Credit Card Payment Completed

All of your application information is displayed. Check and Click "Confirm".

Click "Print this page" button and print out "Result" page.

9.

Credit Card Information8.

10.

Input Credit Card Number (15 or 16-digits) , Security Code and Expiration date.

https://e-shiharai.net/english/

Access
You can access 
from our 
website too !

ＸＸＸＸＸ Result

Print this Page

Necessary application documents

e-shiharai.netｅ
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2023 PhD Admission 
Graduate School of Public Policy 

The University of Tokyo 

GraSPP Job-Type (GJT) Scholarship 
for doctoral students 

” GraSPP Job-Type (GJT) Scholarship for doctoral students” aims at providing a research grant 

with research assistant (RA) jobs to high-achieving students who are privately-funded to 

assist their academic pursuits at the University. 

Eligibility Full-time doctoral students enrolled in GraSPP doctoral program 

* If either one of the following is applicable to you, you are not eligible to

apply to the scholarship. 

- Recipients of the JSPS Research Fellowship for Young Scientists

- Government or scholarship organization-sponsored international

students 

- Those who are financially supported by any program for Leading

Graduate Schools or World-leading Innovative Graduate Study Program 

- Those who are financially supported by the Fostering Advanced Human

Resources to Lead Green Transformation (GX) project 

- Recipients of The University of Tokyo Fellowship

- Those who have an occupation and earn income

Duration Standard doctoral program duration (up to three years) 

Monthly Stipend 1st year: 150,000JPY 
2nd and 3rd year: 200,000JPY 
* GJT scholarship students are required to apply for the JSPS
Research Fellowship for Young Scientists(DC) and the Fostering
Advanced Human Resources to Lead Green Transformation (GX)
project (SPRING GX).
* They also need to pass the “Financial Support Screening” at the
end of the 1st year.

Responsibilities GJT scholarship students are required to contribute to the 
successful implementation of the following in collaboration with 
faculty members and staff in charge. 
Expected work includes but not limited to: 

- RA-type jobs
- Organizing seminars and other events
- Other related work
Also, a job report must be submitted to the GraSPP Graduate

School Office every month. 

Annual Intake A few students 

Selection Procedures 1. Those who wish to apply to the scholarship must complete the

scholarship section of the Application Form (Form#1).

2. GraSPP Doctoral Admission Committee decides a scholarship

recipient based on application documents.

3. Selection result will be notified to each applicant at the same

time as the final admission result announcement.
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List of supervisors

Name Title Research Area

AOI, Chiyuki Professor War and Strategic Studies; Peace and Security

AOKI, Naomi Associate Professor
comparative public administration, public management, civil service reforms,

public governance, artificial intelligence (AI) and public administration

CHEN, Stacey Professor Labor, Development, and Health Economics; Applied Econometrics

HENG, Yee Kuang Professor International Security; Strategic Studies; Existential Risks

IIDA, Keisuke Professor International Political Economy

IIZUKA, Toshiaki Professor Health Economics, Industrial Organization

ITO, Kazuyori Professor International Law, International Economic Law

JIN, Bei Assistant Professor Health Policy, Contemporary Chinese Politics and Governance

KUCHERYAVYY, Konstantin Assistant Professor International Trade, International Finance

MAEDA, Kentaro Professor Public Administration

NAKATA, Taisuke Assistant Professor Macroeconomics, Monetary Policy

NIREI, Makoto Professor Macroeconomics

OHASHI, Hiroshi Professor Industrial Organization; International Trade; Policy Analysis

SHIBAYAMA, Sotaro Professor Science & technology policy

SHIGEOKA, Hitoshi Professor Applied microeconomics (Health Economics in particular)

SHIROYAMA, Hideaki Professor Public Administration; International Administration; Science, technology and Public Policy

SUZUKI, Kazuto Professor International Political Economy, Science and Technology Policy

TAKASAKI, Yoshito Professor Development Economics; Resource Economics; Applied Microeconometrics; Field Experiment

UEDA, Kenichi Professor Financial economics, Economic Growth, International Finance

When you apply for the doctoral program, please choose up to 3 professors from the following list.

For more information about faculty members, please see the following page.

https://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/faculty/
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