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Dean’s Message upon the new semester

Many students from a diverse set of countries joined GraSPP
this September. Forty-nine students are entering the MPP/IP
program this year, and twelve double-degree students from
our partner schools joined us. Also, ten students came here
for various exchange programs. Furthermore, four students
joined the Doctoral program in various capacities. In total, we
have seventy-five new students, and they represent twenty-nine
countries, including our neighboring countries like China and
Korea, and some far-flung places such as Namibia.

Over the past two years, Japan, like many other countries, has
been suffering from the COVID pandemic. Many of our courses

have been offered online, and a number of our students, even

after they were admitted to GraSPP, chose to stay in their own
countries and took online courses.

Now the Japanese government has started relaxing its entry restrictions, and we hope that this will be a year of
recovery for us in two senses: physically and psychologically. Physically because our students can now freely enter
and leave the country, our international program will be back to normal. Psychologically, because you will be able to
make new friends more easily, a sense of community will be restored.

I regret to say that sentiment as a community was lost at GraSPP during the past two years. We learned that it
is very hard to make new friends if one is taking only online courses. Breakout rooms are sufficient for educational
purposes, but they are no substitutes for in-person meetings. Bit by bit, we shall try to organize various in-person
events which were normal before the pandemic with due precautions about the spread of COVID.

Our faculty members are more than happy to help you out in the transition into this new environment.

Keisuke Iida

Dean,
Graduate School of Public Policy, The University of Tokyo
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Kaoru Takayama
From GraSPP to LKYSPP

With my team at the PAE Conference

My experience of the Double Degree program with LKYSPP
National University of Singapore (July 2021 - May 2022)
during the COVID-19 pandemic began with a three-week
self-isolation at a five-star hotel upon my landing at Changi
airport. My first impressions of Singapore, naturally, were
somewhat off-kilter, having faced stringency and luxury
intertwined in a strange, dystopian sort of way. But, my final
evaluation of my year in Singapore lies close to that of my
first three weeks in the country. My experience, despite the
academic rigor and stringent COVID restrictions, was
immensely rewarding and gratifying, peppered with special
highlights of friendship and travel.

At GraSPP, | centered most of my studies on economics,
driven by a continued interest in energy economics from my
undergraduate studies in environmental sciences. However,
| quickly realized that | was missing a crucial perspective on
geopolitics and the broader international context that plays
into the policymaking of environmental and energy policy. In
equal measure, | felt that | had little to no exposure of the
international context in Asia, including the political and
historical perspectives that continue to play into the policy
dynamics of the ASEAN and East Asian region. LKYSPP
offered an exceptional environment to explore my interests
further — and a chance to explore Singapore in the fullest
measure.

LKYSPP exceeded my expectations in every measure. As
expected, the course workload and commitments were
tough, but the learnings and growth have been equally
immense — not to mention the friendships and special
comradery gained with classmates. The capstone project,
another aspect of my initial motivations to attend LKYSPP,
also proved to be a challenging, but invaluable experience.

Apart from academics, living in Singapore was incredibly
fun. Singapore experiences temperatures exceeding 30
degrees Celsius and short bursts of thunderous rain on a

daily, but the sun offered
nice company for moving
around.

| look forward to the
day | return as a more
experienced professional,
but for the time being, |
take my next step at Seoul
National University as part
of my on-going journey
through the Campus Asia
Plus program.

Wenting Liu

From Sciences Po to GraSPP

Fieldwork trip with my classmates

When | imagined my study abroad in 2019, | had naive
rose-colored dreams of traveling the world, wasting time on
hobbies, making friends, and getting precious respite before
entering society. When | was accepted to the double degree
master’s program offered by Sciences Po and the University
of Tokyo, | wasn’t expecting COVID-19 to come into the way.
| was disappointed at first, thinking how much | would miss
during the pandemic. Then | decided not to dwell on my
loss, but to make the most of the experience and learn as
much as possible.

Even though | took online classes for a long time, I'm still
grateful for the program. | had the privilege of experiencing
the teaching styles of two top universities in Europe and
Asia and exchanging ideas with students worldwide.

Sciences Po taught me how to think boldly, be creative,
and dream big. The University of Tokyo taught me how to
pay attention to detail and keep my feet on the ground. All
the faculty members were very responsible, and | really
enjoyed the courses, especially the intense discussions
during the classes. | intentionally took a course related to
gender equality at both universities to compare their
might-be-different atmospheres and concluded that gender
equality and LGBTQ issues still need much more attention in
Asia. The education | received in this program has made me
a more determined feminist and | feel grateful for that.

| would also want to take to opportunity to express my
gratitude to the staff of the GraSPP office. They always
responded to any questions | had in a timely manner and
gave me a lot of help with my life in Tokyo. | also loved the
campus of the University of Tokyo and the offline classes we
finally could have.
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Application open for students for the 2023 MPP/IP course from
November 1, 2022 to Spm December 14, 2022.
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