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The Graduate School of Publ ic Pol icy (GraSPP) stands out 

for its unique approach to public policy education. We have 

trained professionals in diverse fields of public policy, providing 

academic education that balances economic pol icy, publ ic 

administrat ion , and internat ional re lat ions , a l l at r igorous 

academic standards. What sets us apart is our commitment to 

practical learning, with lessons delivered by practitioners in the 

public sector, ensuring our students gain real-world insights 

and skills that are highly valued in the job market.

The predominant aspect of GraSPP is i ts act ive pursuit of 

internationalization.

Our Master of Public Policy, International Program (MPP/IP), 

which allows students to study for a master’s degree exclusively 

in English, has not only attracted a rising number of Japanese 

students but also offers a thrilling opportunity for international 

exposure. With exchange or double degree programs in place 

with a total of 14 leading universit ies worldwide, including 

Columbia University, London School of Economics, Sciences 

Po, and the National University of Singapore, our students are 

immersed in a global learning environment. Many of them come 

with experience from those who have worked in the publ ic 

sector, adding to the richness of our academic community. 

I encourage our students to seize the opportunities available 

and shape themselves into future leaders of public policy.

Forging a Future in Public Policy

Dean’s Message

02 03

Daiji Kawaguchi

Dean

Graduate School of Public Policy, The University of Tokyo 
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GraSPP at a Glance

04 05

Female: 51%  |  Male: 49%

234
GraSPP Faculty members

UTokyo Ranked

International students: 47% 

Japanese students: 53%

Student ratio by Program

1,933 

- Total GraSPP alumni 
all over the world

Students from 71 countries have joined GraSPP since its inception.

MPP ∕ IP 

 47%

Legal Policy

 1%Public Management

8%

Economic Policy

24%

International 
Public Policy

20% 
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*All data is based on the database as of November 2024.

#28th in Overall

#5th in Asia

#10th in Reputation

#10th in Teaching

Government Officials from

Central Banks

Financial Service (Japan)

Consulting / Think Tank:

Others

MPP ⁄ IP Main Employment Opportunities (AY 2024)

Japan (United Nations), Philippines, Indonesia, Singapore, Cambodia, China, UK, Namibia, etc. 

China, Thailand, Nepal, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyz, etc.

JP Morgan, Blackrock Japan, etc

Accenture, Deloitte Tohmatsu Consulting, ADBI, etc.

ANA, Rakuten, Robert Walters Japan, Sumitomo Corp., etc. 

(THE World University Rankings 2025)

(THE World University Reputation
Rankings 2025)

51%

47%

24%

20%

8%

1%

47%49% 53%



Curriculum

06 07MPP ∕ IP builds a foundation of professional knowledge and practical skills necessary for successful 

careers in government, business, international organizations and NPOs. The core curriculum is 

multidisciplinary, consisting of law, politics and economics. Together with case studies and practical 

training courses, the program prepares individuals to design, plan, implement and evaluate policies.

MPP ∕ IP applicants are required to choose one of the fol lowing policy streams and expected to 

demonstrate basic competence for learning law, politics and economics. Basic Economics

2-year program

46 credits

Law and Political Sciences

Case Studies

Elective Courses

12-15 credits

6 credits

8 credits

17-20 credits

8-10 credits

10 credits
Economic Policy, 
Finance and Development (EPFD)

Public Management and 
International Relations (PMIR)

EPFD is designed to meet this demand by offering courses 

su i ted for those who want to advance the i r careers 

in government , business, internat ional organizat ions 

or NPOs in the f ie ld of economic pol icy, f inance and 

development.

Julian FREITAG 
From Germany 
Class of 2023
Energy industry in Europe

What makes studying here very special are 

the people. As a result of conversations 

and d iscuss ions wi th fe l low students 

o f m a n y d i f fe re n t p e r s p e c t i v e s a n d 

backgrounds worldwide, my horizons have 

been greatly broadened.

PMIR is des igned to meet th is demand by educat ing 

individuals who want to pursue a career in government, 

business, internat ional organizat ions or NPOs in the 

field of public management and international relations, 

including security policy and area studies.

EPFDEPFD PMIRPMIR
(Economic Policy, 

Finance and Development)

(Public Management and 

International Relations)

Basic Economics

Law and Political Sciences Courses

Course information

http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/education/courses/
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Program Structure

Microeconomics in 3 levels

•	 Microeconomics for Public Policy

•	 Microeconomics 

•	 Microeconomics I and 

	 Microeconomics II offered by 

	 the Graduate School of Economics

Macroeconomics in 3 levels

•	 Macroeconomics for Public Policy 

•	 Macroeconomics 

•	 Macroeconomics I and 

	 Macroeconomics II offered by 

	 the Graduate School of Economics

Quantitative courses in 3 levels

•	 Statistical Methods 

•	 Econometrics for Public Policy 

•	 Econometrics I and Econometrics 

	 II offered by the Graduate School of 

	 Economics

•	 Politics and Public Policy

•	 Introduction to Public Management

•	 Introduction to Social Science

•	 Comparative Political Parties and Elections

•	 Policy Process and Negotiation

Public Management

•	 Introduction to International Politics

•	 Field Seminar in International Relations

•	 Modern Japanese Diplomacy

•	 Security Studies

•	 Insurgency and Counterinsurgency

•	 Contemporary Chinese Politics

•	 Contemporary Chinese Diplomacy

•	 International Politics in East Asia

•	 Global Governance

International Relations

Law

•	 Science, Technology and Public Policy

•	 Governance and Development

•	 Comparative Analysis of Japanese Economic 

	 Policy-Making Process

•	 New Dimensions of Security in the Risk Age

•	 Transformation of Warfare and Technology

•	 U.S. Diplomacy toward Asia

•	 Japan’s Modernization Experience and Its ODA Policy

•	 Global Political Economy

•	 Science and Technology in International Relations

•	 Global Conflicts & Cooperation

•	 Strategic Communications and International Politics

•	 International Environmental Law

•	 Introduction to Japanese Law

•	 Law and Society in East Asia

•	 Law and Public Policy

MPP∕ IP



Masaki Taniguchi

Some of our Faculty Members

Kazuto Suzuki

Takahiro HATTORI

Vice Dean, Professor
Japanese Politics

Professor
International Political Economy; 
Science and Technology Policy

Project Associate Professor
Finance; Applied 
econometrics; Japanese 
economy 

My main research interests are in electoral studies and political 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n . I  h a v e p u b l i s h e d m a n y b o o ks , i n c l u d i n g 
Representative Democracy in Japan, Politics and Mass Media, and 
The Theory of Party Support. My publications in English appear in 
journals such as International Political Science Review, Political 
Communication, Electoral Studies, and Journal of Elections, Public 
Opinion and Parties.

My research focuses on the conjunction of science/technology 
and international relations; subjects including space policy, non-
proliferation, economic security, export control and sanctions. I 
served as an expert in the Panel of Experts for Iranian Sanction 
Committee under the United Nations Security Council from 2013 
to July 2015 and currently serving as the President of Japan 
Association of International Security and Trade.  

Having the working experience in an investment bank and the 
Japanese government, my main research area is on the empirical 
ana lys is of f i xed income s ecur i t i es and the i r der i vat i ves , 
especially in the Japanese market. I also investigate monetary 
policy, firm dynamics and international finance by using Japanese 
data . At GraSPP, I manage a doub le degree and exchange 
program called the Campus Asia Plus Program.

Faculty

08 09
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Our faculty of world-class academics and policy practitioners offer a good balance of theory and 

practice in the fields of law, politics and economics.

Chiyuki Aoi

Stacey Chen

Professor
War and Strategic Studies; 
Peace and Security 

Professor
Labor, Development, and Health 
Economics; Applied Econometrics

Having researched Western military interventions for 25 years, I 
currently focus on strategic communications, the new information 
domain at the frontline of the diplomatic and security agendas 
of key Western democracies. Drawing from my academic and 
professional experiences in the US, Europe, and IOs, my lectures 
focus on the changing character of warfare and how states have 
tried to adapt as technology, especially in the communications 
sphere, evolves. 

I hold a Ph.D. in economics, special iz ing in labor economics 
and applied econometrics. As a development economist, I have 
conducted studies on education reforms in developing countries. 
My current research focuses on evaluating healthcare reforms 
and investigating the causes of delayed marriage and low fertility 
rates.

Bei Jin

Yasutora Watanabe

Naomi Aoki

Assistant Professor
Health Policy; Contemporary 
Chinese Politics and 
Governance

Professor
Empirical Microeconomics; 
Quantitative Marketing

Professor
Public Administration; Public 
Management; Civil Service 
Reforms 

My research focuses on contemporary Chinese pol i t ics and 
governance, health policy, and global health. By focusing on how 
China’s economy, politics and society have evolved over the past 
seven decades, I aim to explore solutions to critical issues such 
as health disparities and pandemic response in both China and 
the global community.

I work in the field of empirical microeconomics and quantitative 
marketing, and conduct empirical research using microdata to 
study the behaviors of wide-ranging economic agents, including 
patients, doctors, local banks, taxi drivers, voters, politicians, and 
consumers at vending machines. Although the topics may vary, I 
adopt similar research methodology and empirical approaches 
to study for both policy-related and business-related research 
topics. 

I special ize in publ ic administration and publ ic management. 
Based on the conv ict ion that good publ ic admin istrat ion is 
essent ia l for the development of a nat ion , I seek to create 
research outcomes that can contribute to excellence in public 
administration. I hope that , through my classes, students wil l 
broaden their horizons and be able to work for the development 
of their own countries. 

Hikaru Ogawa

Naoko Mu nakata

Professor
Public Economics

Professor
International Trade Regime; 
Innovation and Industrial 
Policy

I specialize in public economics, building theories to understand 
the modal it ies for taxation in a global society where people, 
capital , and corporations move across borders. At GraSPP, I 
teach a wide range of fundamental ideas that are essential entry 
points into economics. I hope that students will go back to the 
basics, handle figures themselves, and reacquaint themselves 
with theories and ideas. 

My research interests l ie in the evolution of the international 
trade regime in response to contemporary challenges as well 
as condit ions conducive to innovation. Currently focused on 
economic security, corporate risk management, global digital 
governance. Previously worked at the Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry and served as Executive Secretary to Prime Minister 
Abe (2015-2017) and as Commissioner of Japan Patent Office (2017-
2019).

Yee Kuang Heng

Professor
International Security and Global 
Risks; Strategic Studies and 
Transformation of Warfare

My research interests include international security and global 
risks, the transformation of warfare and British and American 
mi l i tary power. Current ly, I work on UK-Japan mi l i tary and 
security cooperation in Asia, and how national risk assessment 
exercises evaluate existential risks such as climate change and 
artificial intelligence. 

Roberto ORsi

Makiko Matsuo

Project Associate Professor
International Politics 

Project Associate Professor
Governance of Emerging 
Technologies; Biotechnology; 
Food Safety

M y m a i n re s e a rc h i n t e re s t i s t h e t h e o r y o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
pol i t ics , namely those theoret ica l constructs which enable 
o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f i n t e r n at i o n a l p o l i t i c a l eve nt s . I a m 
especially interested in the history of political concepts applied 
to internat ional pol i t ics (their or ig ins, change, appl icat ions, 
advantages and shortcomings) as a pr iv i leged path to gain 
perspectives in order to envisage analyses and solut ions to 
current and future problems. 

Having a background in international relations and international 
cooperation, my research approach evolved to incorporate various 
interdisciplinary approaches such as risk studies, technology 
assessment, and consideration of ELSI (Ethical, Legal, and Social 
Implications) in order to address interface governance issues 
between science and politics. My research covers such areas as 
food safety, global health governance, and emerging technologies, 
especially biotechnology, including genome editing. 

Hitoshi Shigeoka

Professor
Statistical Methods

I specia l ize in appl ied microeconomics , part icu lar ly heal th 
economics. My prior work involves analyzing how patients respond 
to health care prices, how physicians react to financial incentives, 
and how the introduction of face-mask mandates impacts the 
growth of COVID-19 cases. I employ state-of-the-art statistical 
techniques on various types of data, including administrative data, 
survey data, and data from laboratory experiments.



Activities
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Momori HIRABAYASHI
Japan

 —

Class of 2020
Siam Piwat 

Sarah Frances STRUGNELL 
Australia

 —

Class of 2020 
DD from ANU
PhD candidate at Princeton University

Global Public Policy 
Network (GPPN)
Conference

APEC Voices of 
the Future

Internship 

Kavin Ramesh P illai
India

 —

Class of 2024

My team and I aimed to represent , and to our del ight , we won the 2023 GPPN 

Conference, a first for GraSPP. This experience deepened my appreciation for 

policymaking and renewed my faith in our generation's abil ity to craft inclusive 

policies. It significantly enhanced my skills as a policy thinker and presenter. The 

network I gained from engaging with top policy minds globally will be invaluable as I 

explore other areas of policymaking.

Financial support is awarded through GraSPP based on merit and need under scholarship 

programs offered by organizations such as ADB, IMF, JICA and WB. See the following 

website for informat ion and updates about e l ig ib i l i ty requirements , appl icat ion 

procedures, etc. 

http://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/mppip/admissions/scholarships/ 

Scholarships 

-UTokyo Dormitories (low probability of acceptance due to limited vacancy) 

-Tokyo International Exchange Center 

-Shared House 

-Furnished Apartment 

-Unfurnished Apartment 

Accommodation 

International Student Desk provides advice regarding visas, accommodation, daily life, 

private scholarships, etc.  

International Student Desk

Newly arriving international students can receive language support for the procedures 

after arrival (address registration, opening a bank account, etc.) if they do not have 

Japanese language ability. 

Language Support

The University of Tokyo’s Japanese Language Center is avai lable to international 

students and their spouses.  

Japanese Language Course 

Participating in the APEC Voices of the Future (APEC VOF) provided the opportunity 

to have discussion with youth delegates from other economies, meet with APEC 

Business Advisory Council (ABAC) members, attend the APEC CEO summit, and 

to witness how international policies are created. Meeting people with different 

backgrounds and perspectives was an eye-opening and memorable experience.  

Working at the Asian Productivity Organization (APO) gave me a purpose to work 

hard and maintain motivation throughout the semester. The activities I was engaged 

in had local or international significance, and those activities had short, medium and 

long-term impacts on the lives of others. The work I was involved in every week was 

exciting, and the nature of the work I was doing was different and often challenging. 

I will always remember this experience as one of the most rewarding components of 

my time at GraSPP. 

Besides a world-class education, GraSPP offers many opportunities to brush up your skills and make 

valuable, lifelong connections through international events, internships, and other activities. 

Supports 

A wide range of supports are available to help you to settle into life in Tokyo, immerse yourself in your 

studies, and get the most out of your time at GraSPP. 
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Double Degree and Exchange Programs

We are actively engaged in international exchange, with a current total of thirteen partner universities. 

Students at both GraSPP and partner schools can enjoy the opportunity to enroll in a diverse range 

of classes together whilst creating new friendships and experiencing each other’s culture. Under 

the double degree programs, students can obtain degrees from both the University of Tokyo and the 

partner university upon satisfying the graduation requirements of both degrees.

GraSPP is a member of the Global Public Policy Network (GPPN), a partnership 

among eight top public policy schools from around the world. GPPN is a platform 

for institutional partnership, research collaboration, and student exchange.

Students of four partner schools - GraSPP, School of International Studies at 

Peking University, Graduate School of International Studies at Seoul National 

University, and Lee Kwan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of 

Singapore - build strong network by participating in a four-way, double degree and 

exchange programs. 

This two-year double degree program with Sciences Po’s School of Public Affairs 

is designed for young professionals who want to gain expertise in the management 

and evaluation of public policy in both the Japanese and European contexts. 

Students are selected separately through joint admissions by GraSPP and 

Sciences Po. Candidates must apply online via the Sciences Po’s website. First-

year students will study in Paris and second-year students in Tokyo.

School of International and Public Affairs, Columbia University (SIPA) 

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore

School of Public Affairs, SciencesPo. 

Hertie School

Fundação Getulio Vargas (FGV) - EAESP

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE)

	 Heidelberg University

HEC Paris

IAS, United Nations University

Crawford School of Public Policy, Australia National University (ANU) 

University of California, Luskin School of Public Affairs (UCLA-Luskin)

Department of War Studies, King’s College London

Graduate School of International Studies, Seoul National University

School of International Studies, Peking University

Ex.

—

—

—

—

DD

—

—

—

—

—

Network

GPPN

GPPN, CA+

GPPN

GPPN

GPPN

GPPN

CA+

CA+

Master
Program

Global Public Policy Network

(GPPN)

CAMPUS Asia Plus Program

(CA+)

Partner Schools:

GraSPP - Sciences Po 

Double Degree Program

*
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Joseph HUMPHREYS 
England

 —

Class of 2019
DD from Sciences Po
Hewlett Packard Enterprise

The dual degree programme between Sciences Po and 

the University of Tokyo exceeded the expectat ions 

I had when I was accepted two years ago. I was able 

to study at two of the world’s leading universities and 

obtained a comprehensive ski l lset that prepared me 

for today ’s competit ive labour market . The GraSPP 

p ro fe s s o r s a c q u a i n t e d m e w i t h n e w m e t h o d s o f 

teaching along with fresh perspectives which I would 

not have been introduced to if I had stayed in Europe. 

Nonetheless, the programme’s flexibil ity enabled me 

to write my thesis on social policy, demonstrating the 

complementary nature of the dual degree programme.  

Yuxiu LIN
China

 —

Class of 2022
DD to SIPA
Investment company 
in the United States

Keisuke Inada
Japan

 —

Class of　2017
CAMPUS Asia Program
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Japan

Studying at SIPA was a brand-new experience, a year 

ful l of excitement and growth. I was able to l isten to 

the discussions of essential policies and implications 

f rom former and present h igh- leve l governmenta l 

officials as well as renowned intellectuals from various 

countries. In addition, I managed to intern at UN Women 

to help advance gender equality, something that I have 

always dreamed of. I also work on a capstone project 

on sovere ign env i ronmenta l per formance wi th my 

classmates. Looking back, these experiences became 

incredibly valuable and rewarding.

The CAMPUS Asia Program established a meaningful 

community with fellow Chinese and Korean students. As 

we engaged with one another, the more we discussed 

a n d d e b a t e d a b o u t r e g i o n a l  a n d g l o b a l  i s s u e s 

over mult ip le occasions. Fr iendships and relat ions 

established through the program sti l l continue, and I 

can confidently claim that I will treasure these relations 

for life. The knowledge and passion I cultivated through 

the CAMPUS Asia Program is now an integral part of my 

life story. At any stage of life, I am confident that “Japan-

Korea-China” will continue to be part of my career focus.

Kaoru TAKAYAMA  
Japan

 —

Class of 2023
DD to LKYSPP
Consulting company in Japan

LKYSPP exceeded my expectations in every measure. As 

expected, the course workload and commitments were 

tough, but the learnings and growth were equally immense 

– not to mention the friendships and special comradery 

gained with classmates. Working with a diverse group 

of students and a real-life client through the capstone 

project was an unparalleled chance to understand the 

applications of the skills and learnings gleaned within the 

classroom. The experience has really come to define my 

time at LKYSPP and I am blessed to have had some of the 

best teammates to work with.
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Juan Rufino Morga Reyes 
From the Philippines  
Class of 2021  
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas

Nadiah Suhaima Ghina 
From Indonesia
Class of 2023
Ministry of State Secretariat

The MPP ∕ IP program enabled me to advance 

m y c o n c e p t u a l a n d a n a l y t i c a l  s k i l l s i n 

conduct ing comprehensive studies in the 

recent trends and development policies in the 

global economy. 

GraSPP has been much more than just a degree program to 

me; it has been a life-changing experience that has shaped 

who I am today and given me the tools and confidence to 

pursue my dreams and positively impact the world. 
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Alumni Voices
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Introducing impressions from MPP/IP alumni all around the world!

Nicolle Aya Konai 
Brazil 

 —

Class of 2015
C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group

Suman Dahal
Nepal 

 —

Class of  2013
Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Federal Affairs and 
General Administration

Duong Nguyen 
Vietnam

 —

Class of 2016
State Bank of Vietnam

Anudari DASHDORJ
Mongolia

 —

Class of 2018 
Co-founder, 
NGO in Mongolia

After completing the Double Degree Program between 

the Univers i ty of Tokyo and Columbia Univers i ty, I 

had the opportunity to join the World Bank Group and 

work in Washington DC as well as in the South Africa 

country office, where I am currently located. Not only 

prov id ing me with substant ia l knowledge and hard 

ski l ls necessary for my professional success in the 

development field, GraSPP also prepared me to work in a 

multicultural environment where cultural sensitiveness 

and interpersonal skil ls are key. I had a very positive 

experience in Tokyo and will always be grateful for the 

support of friends, professors and staff at GraSPP.

MPP∕ IP revolutionized my life by broadening my arena 

of knowledge and sk i l l s , and deepen ing my v iews 

towards governance and public policy issues. I hope 

that many talented brains from all over the world wil l 

have a chance to study at GraSPP and make the i r 

future br ight . This is not only for people from Asia 

but for anyone who is interested to learn about Asia. I 

believe that GraSPP is the best destination for talented 

students interested in a public policy education.

The time I spent at GraSPP is one of the memories that 

I will cherish for the rest of my life. I had regular contact 

w i th lead ing professors and pract i t ioners in the i r 

respective f ields, made fr iends with admirable peer 

students of var ious nat ional i t ies and backgrounds, 

and thus expanded my net works . Now back in my 

country, I have made progress in my job as reflected 

by my improved qualities, and have successfully made 

recommendations for better policy making in the fields 

of international economy and financial markets.

When I look back at how I fe l t dur ing graduat ion , I 

was proud of the fact that I completed the program 

and the knowledge I gained, and I was excited for the 

things to come. The skil ls I gained from my graduate 

studies on how to obtain and analyze information and 

to th ink cr i t ic a l l y,  as we l l as the connect ions  I ’ ve 

bui lt with GraSPP and the University of Tokyo which 

I s incerely bel ieve can help answer any quest ions I 

may have in the future, makes me confident that I can 

overcome any challenges that may arise in my career.

Yukiko OMAGARI 
Japan

 —

Class of 2010
Human rights officer, 
United Nations

Su Thit Htoo 
Myanmar

 —

Class of 2018
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

I st i l l hold on to the lecture notes and presentat ion 

handouts I compi led a f ter l a te-n ight d is cuss ions 

with c lassmates. I keep them because they remain 

relevant to my professional career. However, GraSPP’s 

legacy l ies not just in these material i tems. It l ies in 

the experiences that I gained during my time in Tokyo. 

G ra S P P wa s d i f fe re nt f ro m m a ny u n d e rg ra d u at e 

programs in that most of the classmates I interacted 

with already had experience in the professional world. 

They were diverse and international people. Today, 

these individuals are active in their respective fields 

related to public policy. A decade later, wherever they 

are in the world, they remain my close friends.

The knowledge, proficiency, and experience I acquired 

at GraSPP has sharpened my thinking, understanding 

of pol icy making, and research and problem-solving 

skills in my profession. GraSPP gives us the opportunity 

to study a wide range of interesting subjects depending 

on our preferences and helps us sharpen our ability to 

identify issues and challenges of the public policy field. 

I can assure you that you will never regret studying at 

GraSPP. 
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Double Degree and Exchange Programs

Activities

Supports

The doctoral program has been launched from AY2016. The main research areas of the doctoral program 
are International Finance and Development, International Security, and Science and Technology. 
The program aims to nurture highly skilled researchers in law, politics and economics. 
In addition, it aims to foster cross-cutting, multidisciplinary and practical skil ls for 
policymaking.

For more information: https://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/education/doctoral-course/
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PhD in International Public Policy at GraSPP 

Contact us:

Graduate School of Public Policy

The University of Tokyo

Address: 

7-3-1 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku 

Tokyo 113-0033 

JAPAN

Tel: +81 3 5841 1349

Email: mppipdesk.j@gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp

https://www.pp.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/mppip/
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