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Call for Participants: Entrepreneurship Workshop on Asia and Africa 2025

Purpose

The Division of University Corporate Relations of the University of Tokyo, together with UTokyo
Innovation Platform Co. Ltd., (UTokyo IPC), is organizing workshops for students interested in
entrepreneurship in emerging markets.

The lecturers for these workshops will be alumni of UTokyo who are currently active as
venture capitalists in Nigeria and India. Participants will undertake a simulated experience of
venture capital investment in emerging markets through a case study approach. On the second day,
the entrepreneur from Nigeria featured in the case study will deliver a presentation, sharing
insights into prior fundraising activities and related experiences. The discussion that follows will
deepen the groupwork of the previous day.

The main language used will be English, but Japanese support will also be provided,
including use of interpretation features in the video meeting software and supplementary
explanations in Japanese. If you are interested in startups in the emerging markets, in supporting
or investing in such ventures, or in understanding the role of venture capitalists, this program will
be a valuable opportunity to learn from the experts.

Eligibility

Undergraduate and graduate students who are registered and enrolled full-time at the University
of Tokyo (excluding research students, auditing students, and specially registered students) at the
time of application and on the days of the event, as well as satisfying all the points below,

* Those who are interested in startups in the emerging markets, in supporting or investing in
such ventures, or in understanding the role of venture capitalists
* Those who can attend both days and actively participate in the discussions

* Those who agree to the use of photos and videos taken during the workshop in the university's
public relations activities (official websites, SNS, public relations magazines, etc.)

Date and time

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 10:00-17:30
Monday, February 9, 2026, 10:00-13:30

Venue

Hongo Campus

Number of participants

Approximately 30 students

Workshop outline (tentative)
[Lecturers]
* Satoshi Shinada (Verod-Keppel Africa Ventures (https://vkav.vc/), Nigeria)
* Kenta Yoshida (MUFG Ganesha Fund, India)
* Etop lkpe (CEO, Autochek (https://autochek.africa/welcome), Nigeria)



https://vkav.vc/
https://autochek.africa/welcome

[Program]
February 8 (Sunday)
10:00 - 10:30 Introduction
10:30 - 12:30 Lecture (120 mins)

O Fundraising for startups

O  Investment Decisions in Venture Capital

12:30 - 13:30 Break (60 mins)
13:30 - 14:30 Student Discussion & Case Study Explanation (60 mins)

O  Small group discussions to deepen understanding of the lecture content
14:30 - Case Study Preparation (in teams)

February 9 (Monday)
10:00 - 10:45 Case Study Discussion (45 mins)

O  Presentation and Q&A of business model proposals from each team
10:45 - 12:15 Entrepreneur Lecture and Q&A (90 mins)
O Sharing experiences and advice from the entrepreneurs

12:15 - 12:30 Summary and Reflection (15 mins)
12:30 - 13:30 Networking Session (60 mins)
*)oining late or leaving early is not permitted.

[Language used] Primarily English (with some Japanese support)
* English proficiency level: TOEIC 750 or an equivalent standard.

[Participation fee] Free
*Transportation expenses are to be borne by the participants.

7. How to apply

Interested students can access the registration form via the link below and fill in the required
information.

https://forms.office.com/r/yAyb1xn6PW
*Log-in using your UTokyo Account is required.

8. Deadline

Monday, December 15, 2025, 17:00

9. Selection of participants

If there are many applicants, we will select based on the contents entered in the application form
and notify the results in early December 2025.

10. Others

(1) This workshop is organized by the Division of University Corporate Relations of the University
of Tokyo in collaboration with UTokyo IPC. In addition, we will be inviting lecturers from
external organizations. Therefore, the personal information you register will be provided to
both UTokyo IPC and the lecturers by the University of Tokyo to the extent necessary for the
implementation of this workshop.

(2) Photos and videos taken during the workshop may be published on the Internet or in reports.
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(3) The workshop may be cancelled, or the contents may be changed due to unavoidable
circumstances.

11. Contact Information

University Corporate Relations Group, University Corporate Relations Legal Department
E-mail: sangaku3.adm[@]gs.mail.u-tokyo.ac.jp

*Please replace [@] with @ when sending an email.
Office hours: 10:00-17:00 (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays)



